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ALL ING the aut dai at pee 
Bookſeller's ſhop, I faw a pamphlet lying 
N gon the; cobfter, entitled, A Faze Ap- 
gRzss, ro PROTESTANT DiSSENTERS! ON THE 
Svagzer or Cuyecn Discieiing; irn 4 Paz- 
LIMA Y DisCOURJE CONCERNING THE Spi- 
RITGOF | CHRISTIANITY? AND Tru CorrupTiON / / 
OR} 1): BY e Norioxws or RERLIOtox, by 
EPH 1ESTS: D. F. R. S. a 
| ach the . to me 4 4 
Het. Forgetting that it is the 


very. ſemfible p 
| buſiteſs of a dealer to ſpeak well of the com- 
modity he ſells, I took the book upon his re- 


commendatioh, ſome what encouraged by the 
. enſigns of honour which the author trailed after 
him, as L L. D. F. R. S. ſuppoſing, that little 
imperfection could lurk under ſuch fpecious: 
titles: but if I live to buy another new book, I 
ſhall pay more regard to my own judgment, chan 
to the bookſellers recommendation; for to tell 
you the truth Doctor your performance does not 
altogether anſwer the character with which it was 
honoured. I had not read far in your Prelimi- 
nary Diſcourſe, ere I formed a deſign of com- 
1 humble correſpondent the fur- 


ther I ME «5 was confirmed, 


whic 
"A : a 


„4 „ 


. 


2 * — 


> & 5 

which the better to execute, I waited on your 
bookſeller again to procure ſome more of your 

mphlets- To him I communicated my de- 
fan of commencing hoſtilities againſt. your 
88. He benevolently wiſhed me tö take 
pat of myſelf, alledging that I ſhould find the 
Rev. Dr. e ud an able antagoniſt. 1 like 
him the better for that, ſaid I. 25 there will be 
the more honour in contending with him; be- 
ſides, there is ſome chance of his deeming me 


ſo diminutive as to leave me entirely poſſeſſed of 
the field, and that yill be my fe, ths EA 1 27 to 
be a-compleat victory on my, 


the. fide of common ſenſe,” "I 
As you, Sir, have in the als ra- 


tional religion-on your Beef che queſtion, you 
cannot be offended if I lay claim to common 
ſenſe as my companion. And now to clear the 
way to a fair field for our literary combat, per- 
mit me to tell you that I myſelf am not in the 
higheſt eſtimation for orthodoxy; nor have the 
Orthodox Diſſenters ſo much as hinted a deſire 


_ — ring your antagoniſt;; neither have 
en ſuch an high o 2 either my 


ee or abilities, as to me * nt 
af diſcomfitting the Rev. Dr. Welten 
oontrary, I am credibly informed — . "of 
them are exccedingly grieved at my precipi- 
tancy and foal-hardineſs in daring tò attack a. 
ed. ON ſo very much my ſuperior in all re- 
Whether theſe good people tremble 
E, x coy a pious fear for the ark of the Lord, or 
indulge a ſecret envy againſt me for aſſuming 
honour ſo eminent, and are afraid that I may 
appear in a more advantageous point of view. 
than they could wiſh,” I have not as yet been 


able to cover. But this I can aſſure you, that 
the . me — chere 7 


3 of aby of the dead, 
nal character 


aut (tbe truth... But as much ſtudy is A weari- 
aud chen, to accompany our ſerious argum 


22 je hg wii 3.Or, if 
n 


12204 N A. L 


057 Ds — _ OTIS)? 


to meddle with your private perſo- 
t education, e believe has 
how ny mane; liberal than that to which, 1 
have any pretenſions I beg ve may have ho 
talk of burning our bibles, or hanging, ſheeting, 


or drowning curſelves, as in the entre be. 


tween the Rev. Mr. Venn and youtſelf „, you 
Thee have adviſed. him to threaten. in -tugure; 
MIL be nd ocgaſion for che leaſt; degree 
abuſe between you and me, 
'a& op to-our.. profeſſion, mn ſeeking 


e 


nels of the fleſh, it ſhall be lawful for us, now 


en 
with a little ridicule, and to ſneer jocoſely a 
esch other's folly 3 for which I 22 mw 
reverence poſſeſſeth very reſſ 
appears rom wenka to the Ve o Hod- 


24 blame the Proteſtant Diſſenter for.expreſſing 
his fear of your great abilities in point of ridicule 
ſeeing every one who engages in religious con- 


traverſy muſt, — 1 to meet with it, unleſs 
, be an hap e 


defect of genius, attending his 
differ from 
lp the little 
tute of wit, 
ature mitted with our 
coin, it is ho uncommon thin 

ious —.—. leave the ſpirit the 
1. behind them, and by wrath to ſeek. the 


Religious controye 
— in this, — they rou 


I * Dans 


"rl ". Dr, PrieKiley's Lower tothe Rey, Me. Venn. 163 
righte- 


| enter into controverſies of this ſort 4 firſt 
fitting - 


hear the 
. likely to meet with, without» — aller . 


company, unleſs the muſcles 
\ by home ſtroke of ſatyrical wit? But IMs. 


* 


65 6 1 
oullidh vf Godir 1 


down and . coſt, a 
his on heart whether he 


poighance of that ſatyr Cary? which- 


an unbecoming > Beſides, as ſeri- 
dus diſquiſitions are very — to read, 'how 
does the Proteſtant Diſſenter think that the rea- 
der can habe patience to keep the diſputants 


his countenance 
prin 


are; nov and then relaxed into a/pleaſant 


ture being diſcovered, though it ſhould/be'even 
religious ill- nature, is ſure to give diſguſt to 
every reader. of common — . w 
"Iconfeb that, of late years, yelf ale 

inclined'ro' think that, ie bd Py rn 4 
thets of h, is not the happieſt method 
of attempting their converſion ; and 1 hope to 
convince- you, Sir, ere I have done, that, for 
the very ſame reaſon, Dr. Prieſtley takes the 
wrong way to lead the Orthodox Diſſenters to 
correct the errors into which he ſuppoſes them 
to have fallen. Neither do I as yet ſee cauſe 


God has hot given bim the fame d of ra- 
tional diſcernment which I flatter myſelf he has 
conferred on me: nor would I ſcold wt thaſe 
who do not ſpeak well of that | goſpel He, I 
believe in my heart to be hid from their eyen 
If people are in circumſtances dangerous d 
their everlaſting concerns, they are | 
more proper objects of my pity: chan of m7 
reſentment. Wich as much —.— might 7 
be offended at à poor man. WM Was born blind 
and continues * becauſe he is not a judge of 
A 5 becauſe he 
| under- 


to be in any (wiſe angry wich a man, 


(2) 5 
underſtands not the harmonyiof. ſuunda. 1 
one will take upon him to about colour 
which are only diſcemable 
other will attempt to dil! 
mony.which can only 
you know, Doctor, | 
at their folly, even whilſt I pi 
want of ſight and hearing. However, 1 forbid all 
anger between you and me, as we are pretty near 
upon a par in this reſpect, each of us firmly be- 
lieving himſelf to be * furtheſt enlightened. - 
Lam that two men cannot be found 
who in general difter more widely than Dr. Prieſt 
ley and myſelf, and that too in the very fundamen- 
tals of the-Chriſtiaq faith, and yet - ſome 
things in which we are perfectly agreed; — 
although I conſider your ſyſtem, in 
utterly inconſiſtent with that galpel. in which les 
all my hope, I diſcern ſomething in your wri 
that is worthy. of imitation. I he openneſs 
with which you expreſs your ſentiments, 
— — as I think, crude and indi- 
ubtedly prove the uprightneſs of WI 
—— — effectually exculpate yo 
the charge of ity and wilful perverſion 
of truth: — is further apparent from your 
to correct what - appears to you upon 
convincing evidence to have been in for- 
mer publications, as in your additions to the 


addreſs on the Lord's ſupper, This ſymptom 


of ine -uprightnefs is ſo ſingular, and fo 
— ty in controverſial. _—_ that I 
ng could not do 77 juſtice, without 
> rs roo notice of it, notwithſtanding 

7 — yſelf an avowed enemy to what you 
call Rational Cheiſtianiey And aſſure you, Sir, 

I hold myſelf obliged to follow Dr. Prieftley, 
in this part of L 1 whenever my cirs 


be © cumſtances 


f 


— TD. 
— — 42 —äfä—— 
_ — 


6 


r 


ours nike eotinfeltors at/ the bar, I 


more perplexed,” and the rn of the 


nd to adopt 


Teſs +.” Yet 1 ſhall have no objection to 


e ge 


che authors. For inſtance, there 


| . 
eumſtanoes ſhall call me to it, wh 
be ſoonet chan I a preſent expect. Bu 
quite unfaſhionable for polemic writers to Rand | 
long in beſtowing panegyrics' upon their Anta 


you; Wat my preſent buſineſs is not to 


epd wach farther; but to point out 


more miſtalkes for your correction and amend- 


„ent te D n un h¹%ꝗ,½?q 119909502 n 


Haeing got in a great meifure free; as f 
think, from the trammels 'vf tradition myſelf, 
0 as to regard no authority diſtinet from that 
of Chriſt in the ſcripture, and to follow no man, 
ot ſett oft men, kn one Hatrs-breudth 
farther than he, or they follow the bleſſed Jeſus; 
should nor have cared to enter the liſts with 

u-if you had not declared your belief . 
utes; as the only rule of faith and 
For if fathers and reformers are admitted as' 
ciſive — or religious controverſy, the 10 

he 


Kp rer is not only 2 75 
A Redeemer's glory, as 12 
. — 


giver in his church ele 

protracted. I heartily concur with ybu 
« believing the bible to be the only rule N 
your own words, ſincerely * 
that. all perſons, F all ſets and parties, would 
Auch their” "bibles" more, and books of Ny 


people, of all ſects, reading what be- 
tween you and me. 1 Sons —ů 


chat it is uſual for polemie writers to ſuppoſe 


chat all books of controverſy are hurtful, exe 
thok, of which they themſelves 8 IO hel 
is no man 


AUK 


1 -e 


nicious pr nei 
true than ale revered f. — 
. do norikyow' one man WhO has been 
more frequently dabbling in that polluting pud- 
die, chan Job- Weſley, 4. ee 
Lincoln-Coll ge OH 11 5 XII 221 


very le to me ; And by iL mean to 
tty the fabtic you' have. beit pen an there 
. recite n — het 
ſhall openly avow deſign in 
lov letters. / 0: Sf 210719014 u 10 200 
Wt of religious faded rin beve 
its' influence” upon the mind, and will produce a 
| perathles e yt thought, vbicb will 
| greatly influence the conduct. Clriſtianiq; is by ma 
meant an 4% this general 'o | 
ts falt upon the. di F the n 
Grand exrept tue FEEL 46 
a ae —— route t: QI 
By chis zule, Ende religion ef che Rec, Dr. 
Prieſtley and that of his humble ſervant be 
and 2 really produceth the worſt ef- 
fects, be rejected as ſpurious, irrational, and 
wal De ' ent upon the bible, a bet- 
y. have been given than this of 
— own. A voy ſet :of religious: ſentiments,” 
rational and irrational, orthodox and heretical, 
* r and will 


duce a temper and caſt. of thought, 
195 rue eaworar Ran influence 


the conduit. Map. 
from the nature of things, and the relation be- 
tween cauſe and effect; inſomuch, that from 
the temper and conduct of any man; binn r 


+. N Di pag: . on 


from 


(wo ) 
from Dr. Prieſtley's maxim, form an exact idea 


of the propriety or ——— his gods 
ſentiments. Lou Praga — 6 
10 meant an exception to this; 


I'ope not. For my party/4:can 
of ſuch a Chriſtianity as hath act a proper 10 
fluence upon thoſe who cordially embrace it.: 
of courſe; had I been in your place, 1 ſhonld 
have deemetl chis ere altogether ſuperſluous 

| But I dare ſay, chat you and 
, | -views-of; -Chriſtianity:itſelf, 
whatever - e — be — 
reſpectin its! th upon temper an n+ 
duct of — profeſſors. The goſpel which Paul 
preached; and the other goſpel which he fap- 
ſome others might preach, are; no doubt, 
ach of them productive df clicets-ſuitabler-69 5 
their different natures.. N eee 

—————— 1 willnow, 

Sir; t Out the in 10 occupy | 
echoed by: which the combat is to bü 
managed; for I muſt aſſure you I am ſomew hat 


like de ha, d "who would tight only aber bs | 


own country faſhi ein 10.3801 bns yoiftan 
1. 2 — you 2 little 


tle correction 
for your want of charity for thoſe-ſame ortha ?- 
poo? tlemen, and teach you; for the future, 
ä mc betters either with more reſpett, a. . 
to be — in your cenſureee. 
2. I deſign to prove that much of the Phan 
riſee lurks under the ſpecious name of Ra:ional 
— which you are pleaſed to aſſume, ta 
diſtinguiſh yourſelf from SRO: whom you.calt | 
79 —— 
ou how. ed have 
wicket the — of ren = Chriſt; 
of the On, dec. 


4. Gloſs 


5 — 


(um) 
4. Gloſs a little upon the viſible, well-atteſted 
from of your divinyy, as they diſcover them 


ſelves Air 17 Ae Diſſent 


ng beſides cut to me 
whilſt I am diſcufling theſe points, I ſhall make 


no ſcruple of ſuper-adding it to my plan. 

Thus, Sir, I have gone as far intended 
ict my firſt letter 4 ſhall conclude, with Uſ- 
ſuring you that I am, 


Reverend Sir, mac 3. ba 
Ae! 74 * of 1 Kas! ou 2 
dulce te 1 61 Foy yr N humble ene 
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AM abundantly the more careful in reciting 
the honours of your name, that the public 
may ſee the dignity of the company which I 
| chooſe to keep ; according to an ancient in- 
| junction laid upon me by my father, who had 
he lived to ſee this day, would have rejoiced 
that I had got ſuch an honourable correſpondent 
as yourſelf, I think, indeed, that by this time, 
we may eſteem you as the moſt rational advo- 
cate of the Rational Diſſenters, if we may judge 
by the eminent figure you make amongſt them. 
I, for my part am, from the reſpectableneſs 
of your talents, very willing to believe that you 
are the fitteſt perſon with whom they could truſt 
the management of their cauſe againſt all that 
are called Orthodox. But, in the name cf 
common ſenſe, and rational religion, what have 
the Orthodox Diſſenters done to the Rev. Dr. 
Prieftley, that he ſhould ſet them forth in ſuch 
a diſagreeable point of view, and treat them in 
a manner ſo ſevere and unmerciful ? Really, 
Doctor, you convince me, that you are but a 
man of like paſſions with myſelf, and not quite 
ſo free from the prejudice of party as —— 


to imagine. To make uſe of your own words 2, 
Differences of Opinion, page 5. 
I really 


Wan . 


n > $5 
of . NN 74 
* "FO 8 ** . 7 ks | 
dts 4 ts þ 

- Fas * a, 5 99 a 


Cbriſtian) would not only 


(13) 
— think that we ſhould naturally — 
fairneſs, more candour; more meetneſs, 
nerofity from the CarisTian, than from the 2 


Max or rnIsWonryp. Thepaftone ofthe ltter(th 
man. of this worid) would be apt to run into per- 


| — animoſity, Co jealouſy, hatred, and ma- 


lice ; -whereas the utmaſt zeal: of the: former (the 
ever to Je con- 
Altent with, but would be greatly productive of the. 
moſt diſmterefted benevolence, and th maſt affet-. 
tionate brotherly: love.” By this. rule, ue may, in 
fome meaſure, TRY THE SPIRITS WAZ TER THEY, 
BE or GoD.- II 
. —— me 

that we and Ju 

— Chrift.” This is cettainly a good rule 
would obſerve upon it, that if we cont 
— govern our ſpirits, as well as we do our 
3, and act as well as we ſpeak, there would 
E more propriety in our conduct than there 
uſually is, alte. character in life would be 


more r 
given as one of Dr. Priefley' 


This being 

ſtanding rules, ** for the inding out of ſpirits . 

upon ſeeing it, one would have thought that 
even the Orthodox Diſſenters ſhould have met 
with nothing from his diſtinguiſhed pen but the 
utmoſt candour, meekneſs, generoſity, benevo- 
lence and brotherly affectian, which he himſelf 
lays down as the fruits of a Chriſtian ſpirit : 
eſpecially when we find him fo. folemnly and 
ſeriouſly deprecating a departure from this rule 
in the following words . God forbid that I 
ſhould take upon me to condemn- any of bis crea- 
tures. Himſelf only knows aur bearts, and be 
— fo vorry: man arvarding) 10: bir n 


dt * 1 Dis. of Opinion, page 4+ | 
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| (44) 
But either the Orthodox Diſſenters are thought 
not to be the creatures of God, or the Rev. Dr. 
Prieſtley was of a different opinion when he 
wrote" the Preliminary Diſcourſe concerning the 
ns of Chriftianity. I am not abſolutely ſure 
h of theſe was the caſey but this I am 

— of, that in the ſaid Diſcourſe, IT 16, 
and 17, having traced the ſprin eee — 
nances, and tireſame go rs 7 and 
Ave Maria t, as a mere bodily exerciſe, A ths 
Cburch of Rome," and — that it is pretty. 
evident that going to church and attending prayers, 
is confidered- many members of the Church of 
England in the. ſame light. Tou remark” that, 
this they look wpon w——_— and moſt Kh 
it as the of- cultivati N dijpeſlions, 
and fitting them for proper Ain life”: But 
it not deemed ſufficient to point out the 
abſurdity of the papiſts, and of the good peo- 
ple of the Church of England, you go on to 
deal the ſevereſt blows among the poor Ortho- 
dox Diſſenters, as abundantly-worſe, and more 
dangerous than both the others; „and, ſay 
you; #be frequent long — . — exerciſes, by 
which the Orthodox Difſenters diſtinguiſh them- 
44 — art f the ſame nature. They ſerve to 
e their conſciences as Poſttive duty ; but 

tle influence to improve their diſpoſition 
and — From a man — of ſuch moderation 
as the Rev. Dr. Prieſtley gives himſelf out to 
be, this might have been thought ſufficient : 
bur che home blow is yet to come; and thus it 
Upon the whole, I cannot belp 


that there is 4 ſtriking reſemblance between theſe 


| Chriftiamity, and the 
a, — time, thoſe ds — i _— 
bouſes, 


7 


n Camel ; who devoured 


(16) 


| bauſes, and, fer @-pretence, made long dates 
and * at, mere our Lord again upon the carth, he 
den- with the fame . Indeed 


to all your own excellent 
cnels, candour, and: benevolence. 
Could not you have recollected that juſt re- 

mark T. we are cerlainh all of us fallible, and 
liable. to adopt opinion: | without ſufficient evi- 
dence :” . This rule would have pleaded: ſome- 
what with you in favailt of the poor Qrthadox 
Diſſenters, had it been obſerved ; and I: have 
not, for my part, ſlill enough to account for it, 
why great men ſhould lay down the beſt of 
maxims and — to follow, without 
RA regard to them themſelves. I 
find myſelf juſt now under an impulſe alſo, and 
cannot help ſaying. that the above ſerious admo- 
nition ꝓ ſeems pretty near as to the Rev. 
Dr. Prieſtley, as ta the Rev. Mr. Venn, Vicar 
of Huddersfield : far his ſeverity to the Deiſts, 
&c. is thoroughly matched —— Sir, to- 
wards the Orthodox Diſſenters. > What an incon- 
ſiſtant creature i man | — bn 


+ See Dr. Prieltley's Difference 


The admonition referred to is found in Dr. a 
Odereeions on Difference of O Opinjoti, Jo, Page Fo Fo © 


— ar gente 
from — chain, — 


from the wen 

the 
latter would * 5 ap, — animo „ envy, 
jealouſy, 104 Cala; nl the utmoſt zeal of 


the former would, — ever appehr to be contitent 


with, — be _ ve of the moſt —— 

; benevol . m 
love. e we ma 2 in on. meaſure, try the ſpi-. 
EEE But tet the utmoſt fidence 
Can 3 ti we form, remem- 
Gal, we malt al and before the judgment ſeat of 


ſiſtent 


K 16) 


who takes upon him to accuſe, judge, and 
way the Orthodox Diſſenters, tells us + 


— aſcribes the conduct and principles of 
theſe ſame Orthodox Diſſenters to badneſs of 
heart, rather than judgment; for there 
is ſaid to be a ſtriking h — between them 


and the phariſees, who undo were in- 
fluenced by badneſs of heart rather than miſin- 


formed judgments. Hoy bond I be affeded 
at the e dy of judgment," Li, your fre. 
rence + * to be convi army wo 


boys the: right judgment aloof, "an_adowjery, 
Tal have treated in ſo illberal and . 

a manner This is intended for Mr. 
Wend. conſideration; and I aſſure you, a wb 


I think-:it will not be 


i cable, 
— —.— "who e look one way hill they 


Terence, Tahir you, that T by no means, 
IT 4 Ser br A 
— 2 e ce, an 
e nb to chro- 


ERS without A 


— TR. AG 
EEE ST ein 
rr. I 


2 "and, what-yow 
——— 
meer bodily ' lirtle' to 

Whether all th theſe things had no 
farther views in merely to diſcharge 
their i I have but a very 
other way than b | "more? 
over, I chink it not amiſs to it tothe 
parties concerned to defend againſt 


your attack, ſeeing neither of them have retained 
me as their advocate. But, as for the poor Or- 
thodem Diſſenters; you have uſed them ſo un- 
mercifully Doctor, that common humanity woult 
induce me to interfere, had I even no fellows - 
| 41287 


* 


D tbem- 


y o W- 
ledge, differ little, if any thing at all, 
from — of the Rational "Difſenters 
themſelves. Verily, Sir, it is my charitable 
opinion, that few, of either the one or the 
other, are in danger of damnation for preach- 
ing too often and praying too much. But their 
exerciſes are long you ſay, and this perhaps may 
be thought to give them à papiſtical turn. In 
this alſo { am of opinion, that the practice of 
the Nationals themſelves will exculpare the Or- 
thodox, Your exerciſes, Doctor, will meaſure 
pretty near two hours in length; the exerciſes 
of an AE Hg a 


* 


"The-greatelt danger s likely to 


air quality of their exerciſes, name 
ſeverity, which — the moſt puzzling 
Orthodox and 


2 4 2 
q —_ 7 
ry 
* 1 ” * 
. 
5 


fave. of do more. {c- 
one = he is of in the other. 


1 


lives is that which is employed i in che 
of the ſanctuary. Now, really, Sir, it is 
eaſy to ſay, how that exerciſe in Which a man 
0 can be thu t by him to be ſevere : 
_ —— allow that — 
1 ought to be che moſt proper 
judge for Um elf. Far be it from me, by the 
way, to take upon me to determine the exact 
meaſure of ſeverity, which thoſe gentlemen feel 
in religious exerciſes, who are miniſters merely 
fee ſake of a livelihood. In general, it is 
ſtated law, That all currying againſt the grain 
16 ant ; but — — to thoſe. 
who, having themſelves felt the terrors of the 
Lord are ſtirred up to warn men to flee from 
wrath to come? Upon whom nexeſſity is 
and who are mi if they preach not 
—— ? They are conſtrained by the love 
bear to Jeſus and to the ſouls of men, to 
inſtant | in —_—_— ee in ſeaſon and 


Out 


4 


their 


8.8 


. 


work 
not eaſ 


de 
out of ſeaſoa if by any! means they may be 


uſeful in promoting the ſalvation of loſt. periſh- 
ing ſinners. - The caſe you know is very diſſe · 
rent between theſe two ſets af men: and of 
courle, their feelings muſt allo be different. 5 

Dutt, N. —— Fu — 
Diffenters are of the very ſame natzre mit gapifh 
Penances, and tire/ome regutitions of Patervnoſters, 
and Ave: Marias. OI Doctor; where was you 
candout; your beneyalence; and your brotherly 
affection, when you. wrote this difcaurie2i!ln- 
— . — dath nor find 
out a mare 7 + diſcovering herſelf, 
I hall never. be able: to join any of ber ſocie- 
6, Su: ů — — 3 


—— — — — 
ta aſk you if your really think that the ſame 
Orthodox Diſſenters their ſevere er · 
efciſcs with a deſign to merit at the hands of 
Goc? Perhaps, Sir, you may recollect who it 
is that blames them for phariſaiſm, for conſider- 

ing themſelves as faved, and — tho 


—— 
lee — ſentiments of the the — as * that 
that ſaves them is irre/iftible and iereve- 
[/U\ that they can: never: laſe'' the divine fa» 
tow.” + Certainly theſe words, if they contain 
Ge * muſt utterly exclude — 

1 ons 


B 2 


hive wick 


(440!) 


tenſions to merit in their Woche este and 
hom chen can one of your profeſſed candour 
ſay, thartheirexerciſevare uf the very ry ſame nature 
with popiſn penanoes and pater noſters ? I really | 
wiſh,” that our zeal for party-religion might not 
in future Wa common. ſenſe as well ; 
as Chriſtian charity. \\ & K | 

I pray you. — came you ſo well to 


Kno thar-cheir frequent, long, and ſevere ex- 


and conduct ? ' You know well 
that your:' — with the nerality of 
them is comparatively your inter- 
courſe: with them . 7: ſmall. And perhaps 
—— wit of them is too 
waere ſuch ſeandalous ſtigma as 
with which you brand them. Admitting 
that you have dof the bitterneſs of ſome 
of their ſpirits, and have ſmarted by : laſhes 
trom the pens: of one or two individuals among 
them; will that be a ſufficient warrant for ſuch a 
Large and indiſcriminatin 2 ure which you 
upon them all? W you think, 
char you and I ſhall Jearn, in our con- 

„to do to others as we would wiſh 


erciſes have little influence to improve their dif. | 
polition 


them to d unto us ? That is, to act up to 


our on ſalutary rules. But, as you ſay con- 
— j Deiſts, I may ſay concerning the 
x Diſſenters; ge Sir, fit down calmly, 
and with ſeriouſneſs conſider their o to 
— "wich hat religion, and by no means treat 
m ener th 'do © not 
Tbe and the bi 
ver to heavieſt part of the charge 
you bring againſt them, muſt be left till I have 
the honour of writing to you again ; for I will 
e — one 
| time, 


— t 219 


time, leaſt the exerciſe of it 3 — be 
thought ſomewhat ſevere, like 
the Orthodox, I ſhall therefore — 


1 


maining, ; 
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Your humble Servant. 
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HAVE not yet done with animadvert- 


ing on the uncharitable cenſure you have 
paſſed againſt the Orthodox Diſſenters: there- 


7 


fore, to make you ſenſible that you are not 


ſuch a competent judge of men, and of the 
ſpirits which influence them, as ſome may 
think, my buſineſs in this letter ſhall be to 

int out the real import of the dreadful 
ſentence you- have pronounced againſt them, 
ſo as that all may read and underſtand 
it. But, as I would do the ſtricteſt juſtice to 
all men living, I purpoſe to keep up a proper 
diſtinction between Dr. Prieſtley as a Rational 
Chriſtian, and the ſame Dr. Prieſtley as an ho- 
neſt man, and whilſt I muſter all my forces 
ro oppoſe him under the former character, I 
ſhall give him all due honour and reſpect under 
the latter. With this neceſſary diſtinction 
therefore in my eye, I ſhall proceed to ſhew 
that the Rev. Dr. Prieſtley, as a Rational Dif-- 
ſenter, has drawn the moſt deteſtable picture 
of, and brought the heavieſt accuſations againſt 
the Orthodox Diſſenters, that I remember ever 
to have ſeen or heard; and by the way 
That the ſame Rev. Dr. Prieſtley, as a man of 
philoſophic candour and humanity, has boldly 
acquitted the ſaid Orthodox of all the charges 
brought againſt them by the Rational ä 


623) 


ö 
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„A. Then, Dortor for I love to be | 

let us take viewvt | the — which you, as a Ra 
tional Diſſenter, 5 P | 
we ſhall find 1 


In * 1 | ; 
T.cannot help thinking, that there is a friking re- 
ſemblance between theſe profeſſors of Chriſtianiy, 
and the phariſees in onr Saviour's 4e, thoſe 4 
rained at"'a gnat and 2 
devoured widows houſes, and, 2 4 
made long prayer and that, wert aun Lor 
again upon the earth, he would treat them with 
th ſame ſeverity 4.” Why the/'phariſces:in/our 
viour's time ſhould be choſen as the original, 
after which the picture of the Orthodox "Nile 
ſenters is drawn, I cannot certainly ſay 3 hav+ 
had bur-little opportunity of informing my: 
whether there is any real diflimilitude be- 
n the ancient and the modern phariſers. 
wever, were a ſkilful limner to copy the ſpi- 
rit and conduct of the phariſees of our own time, 
he would produce a picture even 1 2 
zad ſhocking enough, without having the 
ble and expence of travelling back the ſpace 
of ſeventeen centuries for a more perfect pats 
tern. No that. we may the better know whe+ 
ther the Orthodox; or the Rational Diſſentets 
ve the cleareſt title to the honour of being 
fed with the phariſees in our Saviour's. ume, 
in not be amils for me to take down the 
eriginal from behind the curtain, and a litile to 
mark- the outlines of that diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racter. This may briag che — 40a 4 


+ Preliminary Diſcourſey page 17. 
919914 : B 4 


iſſue; 
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3 much expence or to the trouble of 


 femblance' between the Orthodox Diſſenters * 
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$ ( 24 ) 
Uſue.; end T believe ſhall not · bed to put my 


ſtudy in this affair; for I have got what 
ſeits my purpoſe in an old ſermon of mine z 
— you muſt know, Sir, that I am, like your- 
« paid for haranguing the people once a 
week.” I think you will agree with me that 
the Rational Diſſenter has diſcovered but a very 
fender degree of chat charity, which Doctor 
Prieſtley 10 dai) Camden ds when he fo 2 


fitively declares that, there is ſuch à ſtriking re- 


phariſees; for 
1. The phariſees, in general, were hypocrites' 
it; as appears from the teſtimony of Jeſus, 
twok up a diſſembled religion to cover their 
gvaricious purpoſes z which muſt be the cha- 
ructer of the Orthodox Diſſenters, if the re- 
ſemblance ' * them and the ohariſees 
is ſo ſtriking as you, Sir, in the perſon of 
2 Rational Diſſenter, have been "pleaſed to 
affirm; but, how you could come at this 
knowledge, without having attained the won 
derful ſecret of diſcerning hearts, is not 16 
eaſy for me to comprehend. But the Rev. Dr 
Prieftley, in the ion of an honeſt man, is 
abſolutely of a different opinion; for, to the con · 
fofion of this uncharitable Rational Difſenter, he 
tells us plainly, that + * be would at any time ra- 
ther impute the miſtaken conduf? of the Orthodou 
Diſſenters to — * . than to badneſt of 
xr But, if le had not been im- 
— to badneſs of heart, this Rational Diſſen- 
ter had not been fo exceedingly and irreſiſtibly 
exuct reſemblance. For my 
own part, I moſt ſincerely agree with Doctor 


I Diff of Opin, page 10. 
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Prieſlley the honeſt man, and am fo ſenſible 
haf we are all fallible, and liable to adopt opi- 
"ions, wilbous ſufficient evidence |, that 4 ſhould 
not dure even to retort any thing which appa- 
rently'carried in it a charge of hypocriſy.” There- 
fore 1 ſignify jt as my opinion, that the exhi- 
iter of this charge againſt the Orthodox be 
ſummoned to the bar of the Rational Diſſenters, 
„and on his knees recejve a ſharp rebuke for 
having betrayed their want of candour and cha- 
rity, which t by all means to have been 
kept a ſecret, as they with for the proſperity of 
Rational * Indeed, Sir, it never was my 
intention to charge your friends with hypocriſy; 
but if Dr. Prieſtley, who. is fo much better ac- 
quainted with them than I am, will do it, the 
blame you know, can, with no propriety, be 
laid at my door. And. to my certain know- 
ledge,” what the Doctor ſays of them, can with 
no juſtice be ſaid of many who are called Ortho- 
dox: That all may ſee that I do not bely you, 
Reverend Sir, I ſhall lay before the reader your 
'own words, and then leave it to his determi- 
nation, whether they actually amount to a di- 
rect charge of diſſimplation and hypocriſy. In 
your effay on Church Diſcipline, page 55, ſpeak; 
ing of the Rational Diſening miniſters, you 
ſay, that they © entertaining ſentiments in religion 
rent from thoſe -of their people, and ſuch as 
: ople would no; have borne with ;, they en- 
deavoured 10 keep them 'as muth as poſſible out of 
view. This is a very fair and honeſt confel- 
fion indeed! In the truth and uprightneſs of 
your heart you have diſplayed the difingenuous 
conduet of your learned brethren, without any 


I Differences of Opinion, page 31. 


regard. 
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rd had to.the co * my might at- 
8 7 ſuch a fatal diſcovery. however, 
that it is ſomewhat droll Bog: Rational 
Difenters ſhould be the onl people who are. 
uhacquainted with the real ſentiments of their 
miniſters; and it is every whit as droll that one 
of themſelves mould publiſh the tremendous 
ſecret, that their miniſters are ſo wrapt in diſ- 
cruiſe when they come to the pulpit, that it is 
impoſſible for the congregation to know. of a 
mund that they are en rtained with the real Eu- 
timents Fig the preacher,” This is one of the 
many a intages ariſing from the further refor- 
male 5 religion, "And really it is pretty 
clear that ile ſame Rationa ente differ 
exceeding from Paul the e, W 
not to declare the whole conſe of God. 
my own 2 I have not been accuſtomed to en- 
rtain very mean opinion of 
cr hae wen, bus I dare not reject ſy 
eſtifriony as that of, the Rev. Dr. Frieſtley, 
* a perſon who loved wh 4 evil 540 


ort of 6 Fo ame, val at 
r to thi men were pow 
crites like the phos, Io. pily for me, 


Sir, you have Javed me le and morti- 
fication by bringing on them 
elf. Ju , Face r 
will always breath, 8, "Loft conf hi. 
real [entimonits f. Inder an would. thin 
ſo ; and from E Kail be 2 


thoſe, who are men. 
always preach * a dhe their 5 [= 
timents, it muſt follow duck: who. ke 


real ſentiments, as muchas u PE 
cannot be none integrity ; tha s, they mul 
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Q 5 en | 


pline, page 109. | 
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Jeſus of Nazareth, — any of thei rulers or 
of the phariſeees believed in him? But us for 


thoſe who/know not the law, they are ac- 
Curſed. The Doctor's writingafurniſh inſtances 

enou „ how much he is enlig Abo 

his fe * . 

race, 


4 


| in general, or for your's 
in particular, Sir; for whilſt you 
i charge the Orthodox Diſſenters 
im, and of ſaying to others, Stand 
more holy than you, 
pleaſed. to lead us ta behold, in 
the Rational Diſſenters themſelves, 
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ing to both Dr. Prieſtley and myſelf, is | 
| ia the a phariſee; 
That this veneration for one's ſelf and party, 
is, in any peculiar: manner, the [characteriſtic 
of the Orthodox Diſſenters, remains for the 
. to — 2 _ — but that it be · 
ongs properly to the Rational Diſſenter, I * 
— words will be thought @ very — 
evidence; at leaſt, with. me it weighs mightily. 
ys the Rational Diſſenter, in his Diſcourle 
reliminary to the Eſſa on -Chutch Diſcipline, 
pages 28 and 29, en charly of tpinion that . 
tbe charatter of thoſe who may be the more 
free livers (i. e. the more looſe and | 
according to the vulgar dialect) a:20ng the Ra- 
tional Diſſenters, is, with reſpe# to: the true ſpirit 
Chriſtianity, ſuperior to that of thoſe who are, 


— tht more devaut of ibe otber ſort,” 
(i, e. of the Orthodox Biden). That this 
21 paſſage 


0 99 


o clear of che ſpirit 6 
author could wiſh to have 


to. admit even th. 
de vonn, 
\ 6: /aqmingly 3 It is not 5 


n ol the 
5 „u, that I is clearly of 'thid | 


— 


ted them a 


Chriſtianity, i. u. are better 
. © 2 devout amongſt the 
is not che 


ter, had nat your reverence ſo grievouſiy 
— that is in x wth, — 
3. Another part of the character of the pha- 
riſees, is, that beit t of God's righte-. 
ouſneſs, they went a ut to eſtabliſh. ——— 
— is I, be law, making void the righte- 
which is by bn in Jeſus Chriſt. 
They had: RA own 


grantedrhar they 2 — ſufßcientof themſelves 
* nenen, auch, „to 40 


. e d dy- Werl. 
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Zn de parton of tr 


edu ict here b — r Trea 


the favour 
* Wut en 
iſe On Chutch 


cheir unbelleving & 3 by 
to be to beur y dur how — 
harder muſt ir be, when a- man becomes his 
on oppoſer, as in the caſe ef the Rev. Dr. 
Priefiley ? His Treatiſe on Diſtipline very cha- 
ritably affirms, that there is & fiking | reſemn- 
blance between. the Orthod Diſſenters and 
the phariſees in 'our-Saviour's(tirme, I have 
ſthewn, that the 1 — our Sayiour's kim 
ſalvation; on Cabling, weer Cone: 
and you, Sir, "are ſ ob Confide. 
rations on Different Opin as to de- 
monſtrate, that che —— ers are ſo 
far from on perſo 
works of the law, 
univerſal Parent erbitrarih flared out of | The 
_ whole 44 
nal happineſs and that, at 'to\them, even 
the cleft cannot be ſaved, ll 186 dingt effeits of 
the divine wrath = been ſuffered them by 
an innocent perſon. The grace that faves them is 
irrefiftible and irrevocuble, ſo that they can never 
| boſe the divine favour.” Whether this account 
of the faith of the Orthodox de perfectly juſt, 
or in ſome meaſure warped out Gf the way of 
truth, is not the object of my preſent enquiry. 
It is eno —— — 


ox Ben 


— or the 
they believe, << thas Ibo 


pat 
1 even in 
your own ſenſe of it, == to the te- 
nets 


It is indeed remarkable that Dr. 
ſhould repreſent the Orthodox a aeg Ai 
opinion that men are entire paſſive in the — of 
N be nb, wind 
e ei 4 go 


tional 
«fo repreſent thas ds ading proclaiming 
their: own. g * 1 you, for ſhame, 
Doctor, make your-a to common fente, in 
your er to Mr.” rn ? Had vou 
advice, the would haue mage your writings 
as uniform, as they are well de > But, 
becauſe you have affronted her, fhe hath for- 
ſaken you; and you will eafily "gueſs where, I 
ſu that ſhe hath taken up her dwelling. 

o Bom Sir, as you and I are engaged in the 
ſane purſuit, I mean to find out the real de- 
ſcendants of the phariſees in our Lord's time, 
and each of us hop for ſucceſs in his own way ; 
will you give me leave to try how the coat 
will fit the Rational Diſſenters themſelves. The 
= then could form no idea of the 80 


and converſion, as 4 work of the ſpitit o 
in which the ſubject himſelf is pai LE 

is exactly the caſe with the Rational Diffencers. 
And both the parents and children ſay, How 


55 1 Preliminary Diſcourſe, page 1. 
du Gt? can 
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can cheſe be ke The ariſees knew and 
believed: that Jeſus was a r ſeat from God 
for they knew that no man could do the works + 
which he did, God were with him. This 
believing that Jeſus was a teacher ſent from 
Cod, you lay, n er whole of [Rational 


iy. 18051 % i 21 
The phariſces held//ir- to be blaſph in 
Jeſus to make himſelf equal An Got bel 


ing, as Dr. and as they 
ſerted, hut a man like ourſelves“ The Ra- 
tional Diſſenters hold it as the greateſt abſur- 
dity in us to adore che bleſſed Jeſus as Jehovah's 


fellow, as they alſo om he is but a man 
like ourſelves. Indeed. Doting here is a won» 
derfullikeneſs between their eneſſes the 


phariſces in our Saviour's time, and yourſelves 
the Rational Diſſenters- How could you then 
aſcribe that honour tothe Orthodox Diſſenterz, 
which is ſo clearly due to the Nationals? 
Tou tell us, in the depth of your candour, | 
« that the phariſees Arained at a na, and fel | 
lowed a camel, that they devoured wvidows houſes, 
and for à pretence made long prayers, and bat 


there is an exat# reſemblance between A ond the 
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» This FO of Dr. Priefiley' penetration, in finding 
out the 1; els between the Orthodox Diſſenters and the 
ees Who fwallowed 4 devoured widows houſes, 

and for a pretence made rayers, may be of the 
ſt uſe to the curious, % fe? IT to difcover the 

by they meet with. 
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happens to meet 


_ I87 
To be ſerious, Doctor, do you really think 
that the Orthodox Diſſenters have ſuch a vide 
ſwallow as chat a whole camel will down at 
ance? Are you certainly aſſured that th 
che very devourers of widows houſes — 
repreſent them to be? And are you morally 
certain that all their long prayers are but a mere 
pretence ? Think not to get off fromm the 
of uncharitableneſs, by alledging, that you laid not 
theſe things to the charge of the Orthodox Diſſen - 
ters; ſeeing you aſſert — there is 3 reſem- 
blance between the one and the other, and give 
it as your opinion that Jeſus would deal —— 
hr with . — wig 3 0 
muſt, in your view; an equali 
merit. Tea, Docto Door, your are- = 2 
wirh the diſagreeable likeneſs, that you NT 
help-publiſhing it, {© that all may dean how 
much like the ancient TACT es Jou el eſteem/the 
Orthodox Diffenters;/ ld G2 2. 
Tou tell us that if dur Aruba 
to come upon be darth would treat them with 
the ſame ſeverity wirb wich be treated the pha+ 
riſces. He denounced" every curſe and woe 
Written in the law: of God againſt the one; 
and, of courſe, in your charitable opinion, he 
would do the ſame by the other. If he would 
do it on ſuppoſition he was to come again upon 
earth, he will certainly do it now he is in hea- 
ven; for be ir the ame now that he was when 
in a ſtate of humiliation, being Jefus Chriſt, the 
ſame yeſterday, ''to day, and forever. Is. not 
this ſome what Hike judging and determining 
— A r * A 
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Here fg Tac Aloe chem with . | 
tions pri: bono. publics till they had caſt u n Peet wha 
dow's houſe, which now lies in ruin wi 
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ming. which you would not he chought c at» 
tempt: for the each. Ot Doctor, let he; ner 
commend to your ſerious conſideration the 
wholeſome advice which you ſo liberally beftaw 
upon Mr. Venn. reſpecting bia want of dove to 
thoſe tha differ from him. 

The ſptiog of this ſo vhhecoting 4 — 
of-chola} whom you are pleaſed. ſometimes to 
honout with the name of brethren, ſcems/to be 
ſome irreſiſtible impulſe upon your mind; for 
you ſay, I cannot Een that there 
is g firiking lileneſi, d I have heard of 
ſtrange things concerning impulſes which peo · 
ple at ot belg qomplying with; yea — 
accounts of impulſes, even to the greateſt of 
evils, have: been heard of : but I ſhould not 
have expected to find a. Rational Chriſtian re- 
duced to the neceſſity uf bringing the heavieſt 
eee againſt thuſe from whom he las the 

ppineis to oifer. However, Daft, to advert 
* principle, upan which bath you 
MAP and which u&{0..well expreſſed 
in rue: —— Diſcourſe, we 
e t of your ſer of ſenti - 
uence it has upon your ſpi- 
tt tad 2. * Enemy: /et of reigitss ſow: 
timents muſt baue its influence una the mind, 
and will 'preduce. a particular temper and caſt af 
— _ will greatly influent the conduits,” 
— chat —.— ot dag br — 
— he vannot rin 
maſt grievous accuſation againſt — Soy | 
Diffenters ; from NEED — ſeem that 
his ſet of diere tag ſentiments: has produced a 


voy e * and caſt of thought 
m — which it is apparent, that [unleſs 
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I am afraid I have been too tedious upon a 
ſubject, which · cannot be the moſt agreeable 
to you; and therefore ſhall ſtop ſhort before 
I have finiſhed my deſign, leaſt the exerciſe 
ſhould be too ſevere upon you, as well as 
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NDEED, Doctor, it is a certain truth 
and all may depend upon it, that were 
aſſured of having no other judge but yourſelf, 
I would much rather be a Deiſt, than an Or- 
thodox Diſſenter, and that for reaſons ſtrong and 
ſubſtantial. Self- love and ſelf-preſervation are 
principles deeply rooted in me, and prompt 
me as it were by inſtinct to ſtudy my own 
ſafety ; and you know, Sir, that it muſt be ad- 
viſeable enough for me, to wiſh myſelf of that 
party to which the judge is apparently moſt fa- 
vourable. That you have but little favour for 
the Orthodox Diſſenters, is, by this time, pretty 
obvious; your tender mercies towards them are 
not altogether unmixed with cruelty ; but your 
moſt cruel treatment of the deiſtical Gentle- 
men wants not a goodly ſhare of that candour 
and compaſſion which the Orthodox Diſſenters 
would be glad to participate. Your conduct 
towards the one has been ſufficiently exempli- 
fied ; I ſhall therefore conſider what aſpect it 
bears towards the other. Let ws then fit 
down to a ſerious and impartial examination of 
the objeftions of Deiſts to Chriſtianity, and by 
no means treat them with that contempt and 1N- 
SOLENCE wich they have too often met with, 
and which they are very far from deſerving. 
But before , we attempt the vindication of any 
$i thing 
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thing (to which the Deiſts object) let. ns firſt. 
conſider whether we have any , occaſion to, vindi- 
cate it at all; that is, whether it really belongs to 
our religion, or whetber it have only been generally 
ſuppoſed to belong to itt.” Now, why ſhould no 
the Orthodox be thought to delerve the ſame, 
candid and ſerious conſideration of their objec-, 
tions to the Rational ſcheme alſo," inſtead of be- 
ing treated with that contempt and inſolence 
which they by no means deſerve? ſeeing ſuch 
treatment is likely to operate upon them to as 
much diſadvantage as upon the Rational, re- 
flefting and irreproachable Deiſts;“ unleſs it is 
ſuppoſed, that, could theſe ſame gentlemen be 
brought over, they would make, better, and, 
more Rational, Chriſtians than the Orthodox. 
For my own part, Doctor, ſeeing theſe ſame, 
Deiſts are ſuch a thinking irreproachable race, 


and their company of courle ſo very. dedrables 


I. give it as my adyice, that, if they will not. 
come over to the Rational Diſſenters, you. and, 
your good people would be complaiſant enough 
to go over to them, or, at leaſt, to meet them 
h 


alf of the very little way which the Rev. Mr. 
Venn has ſhewn to be between you and the 
J aſſure you, Sir, that I am very far from 
treating theſe reſpectable Deiſts with either inſo- 
lence or contempt: I eſteem them as the crea- 
tures of the ſame almighty hand that formed 
me; as the deſcendants of Adam, and my fel- 
low ſinners, I ſincerely wiſh their everlaſtin 
welfare. To ſhow that I am ſerious, in what 
ſay, give me leave to take this. method of whiſ- 
pering the following ſecret in your ear, and that 
1s, I would rather chuſe to live under the 


4 preface to Conſderations on the Lord's Supper, P* 9. 
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zovernment of 4 Deiſt than that of either « 
Rational, or Orthodox Diſſenter, providing 
that they were bigots to their ſeveral parties. 
I. could give reaſons for this my fo ſingular 
a choice, if 1 was in the humour, but, at 
ſent, ſhall reſerve them to myſelf, leſt I ſhould 
offend my good friends of every denomination. 
But, if ſame Deifts will take away the 
foundation of my hope, and revile the Saviour 
in whom is all my truſt, if they will deride that 
word which is ſpirit and life to my foul, no 
man can expect that I ſhall account them my 
familiar friends, or chooſe them for my ſocial 
companions. Chriſtian love will never require 
this of me or any of its poſſeſſors. Indeed, 
Doctor, you were wrong to reſent the diſcipline 
which the Rev. Mr. Venn ſo freely beſtowed 
upon you, notwithſtanding it might ar to 
N tna eh of your ſenſibthry wg be — 
too warm, ſeeing that, on this head, you cer- 
tainly gave him room for ſome ſuſpicion. 
Though, for my own part, I diſſent from his 
judgment concerning you, and do not. believe 
ou to be a Deiſt, nor a Pagan, nor an Atheiſt, 
but 4 _—_ Rational —— uneſtabliſhed in 
any ſet of ſentiments for or againſt Chriſtianity, 
which the incoherence and indiged ſtedneſs of your 
religious writings plainly wo Moreover, 
1 have conceived ſuch an high opinion of your 
uprightneſs, that I expect, as ſoon as you be- 
come actually a Deiſt, to fee a defence of the 
. Rational ſyſtem of Deiſm pybliſhed by Joſeph 
Prieſtley, L. D. F. R. . ö 
Andekrves il unge Deiſts have received this 
andeferved i 0 have not been pleaſed 
to inform us; but A ſuſpicion 
that it muſt have been from the unmannerly 
Orthodox, ſeeing the Deiſts and Rational Diſſen- 
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ters are n vers. fs friendly and feciable- 
However, I am y agreed with you in this, 
that it is more ing che Chriſtian, -what- 
ever abe e the Deilty may be, to ſer down 
{crjouſly, and conſider their objections, chan to 
treat them with, contempt and inſolence. 
ik now. depart, from the tents of Deiſm 4 Ye. 
tles to; converſe. with the Rational Diſlenters 3 
nat, both ne and fignificant.. I pray you. 
Boche, who gave you this name ? and for 
what, Was it beſtowed upon your people? You 
lay; ingdevd,. that it is dy way of diſtinction? 
But I would know from whom it can diſtinguiſh 
Jou, except from ſuch as are deemed irrational 
among the Diſſedters ? Will the Rev. Dr. Prie 
ley indeed affirm upon the word. — an 
man, that there are none who bo called 
Rational among the Orthodox ? tp not this 
be. ſomewhat like ſelf- eonceit, and the ſpirit of 
the phariſce, who alone knows the law when all 
* are ignorant? When Orthodox is op- 
poſed to Rational, are we not under à neceflity 
thereby to underſtand irrational? Then the diſ- 
tinction between Diſſenters will be, rational 
Diflenters, and irrational Diſſentert. Who are 
the Rational Diſſenters but thoſe who believe as 
ur Reverence does; and who the: irrational 
t thoſe, who. differ from you? Is this, that 
humble ſpirit which you tell us Chriſtianity | in- 
It is indeed natgral for a man to 4 
r:his on {et of ſentiments as the more e 48 
and conſiſtent, and it is deſſrable co be 
bliſhed. in them, anch fully perfuaded in his own | 
r Phariſee to 
ſuppoſe. that we-ars ſo infallibiy right as. t- — 1» 
deem them who differ from vs irrational. 109 
were acquainted with me, Doctor, you wou 
ſay that I have a very ſufficient ſtock of va- 
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nity; and yet I aſſure you, that J am not vain 
enough to ſuppoſe that every particular article 
of my creed is perfectly rational and conſiſtent» 
however, when any one article is proved to tre to 
be irrational and inconſiſtent with the goſpelof Je 
ſus, it hath no longer place in my confeſſion. © © 

To diſmiſs this head I ſhall: produce an au- 
thority which will by no means countenance the 
aſſumption of that honourable appellation by 
any one ſect of profeſſors to the diſpa 
of thoſe of other perſuaſons. We are alt 
fallidle,” and liable to adopt Lee inten” ſafe 
AN evidence.” Dr. Prieſtley, 


% All ſels and parties agree in the "RO a0 
of the biman all 8 what M 
* be I ee of 150 Pr. | 


Priefiley; * 
No if we are all 50 fallible as — Btl. 
mate, how comes it that one has a right to af 
ſume a name expreſſive of higher” illumination 
than his fellows ® | 
If all ſets equally know hat it l thab the 
Lord our God requires of us, let the Doctor 
tell me in What his ſe is more Rational than 
their neignbours ? Indeed, Sir, there is à vaſt 
teſemblance of the phariſee here, and proof 
ſufficient | that you have not as yet attaihed à 
_— conformity to your'own excellent Pho 
ms. 

I am amazed 0 find genleman of ge, | 
high pretenſions to Uiſtinguiſhed reaſon grvi 
fuch a confuſed acebunt ef the N 
perſon; it is indeed à difficult matter to fiud 

out whethet, what you eall the Rational ſcheme, 
or that of the Orthodox is moſt favoured! in 
the | e N Ut your 128 ue 
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muſt be owned, eſtabliſh neither. You tell us 
«that our Lord took it for granted thut bit dif 
tiples would form "them toes ie ue _ 
and that thoſe powers, of admonition,” tnſure, and 
excommunication, would be and everciſed+."* 
This appears to me to be more injurious to 
the honour of Jeſus, and more unfavydurable to 
— divine — of — and church 

I N perhaps was l ned by the 
NN This taking it merely 7 tba 
they would form rhemſttves, &c. makes the con- 
ſtitution of churches to be no more than a vo- 
luntary act of men, without divine appoint- 
ment, rather chan an: inſtitutiom of the great 
prophet and head of the church. If we loſe 
che idea of divine ntment in the formation 
and” government of F <hurech&, by what 
means can otder 12 be enforced?ꝰ 
But we are informed that Jeſus continued forty 
days with his diſciples, - after his reſurrection, 
before he aſcended to heaven, teaching them the 
things concerning the ki of God. That 
is, as I apprehend, concerning a ſpel church 
Kare; and from che procedure f" the diſciples 
immediately after his aſcenſion, in forming 
themſelves into an orderly ſociety, and eſta- 
he 8 Fore a code of diſci wins it would ſeem 
th former inftruions, and injunctions of 
their aſcended Lord were the only things which 
had led them to it. Allos me to fay that this 
part of the apoſtles! conduct without an ex 
tand immediately from Jeſus himſelf, or 
mediately by the. Holy Ghoſt, as the ſpirit of 
us, would have. been equally. impious with 
he kindling of ſtrange fire on the altar for which 
FEA . Aan were eee the 
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— 


* 


. (ay 
Omnipotem. A certain knowledge of the divine 
will was nxceſſary in order to * en- 
trance upon a church eſtabliſhment, and who is 
he that reveals this will unto us but the: gteat 
* Teacher ſent from God? To talk therefore 
of his taking it fer ponds: is Vague, and. incan- 
ſiſtent. Moreover, it is by rogatory to 
his perſonal honour, and ſu that he was 
not morally 5 certain that ey — thus fem 
themſelves into a church ſtate, only took it for 
granted; whereas the very paſſage you there 
refer to, tell is to the 8 ſhews 
that his diſelples had been, inſtruſted already; in 
this part of their duty; and, i inſtructed . it 
muſt have been by him. This — * it 223 
fer granted, leaving a . 
the extent of the Redee — very 
— with that — eonfelfion of. Pe- 
unfavourable to your Rational religion, 
5 «Lord, thou knoweft all things" all things paſt, 
preſent, or future; all thi a in heaven -earth; 
= hell $M things, and. IN: 
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— This 1 8 55 between, taki 
N and cer! 
Nee not to be cl e 
in its defence a fact which Aar be upon. cha 
1 firit reatt'fome of Dr. Prieftley's phi ical works, 1 
took it for g 7 a mind ſa ex 25 du could 
never deſcen 77 reſentment of the condu 
ef rhoſe who'd im in matters of religion: burt 
the iſſue Rat Ace bean that I was very far! 
* morally certain that — pretiſely the caſe 
P SEE 
por inte that things po ew e on ety or tha 
hereafter be Tr 25 underſtood 
or himſelf in is revealed fub 
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(as) 
Whether it is ſafeſt. for us to ſubſcribe Peter's 
confeſſion that Jeſus even before his aſcenſion 
knew-albthings,” ot Dr. Prieſtley's, which ſays, 
«that: 1 
| It pr: grant would 
3 into ſuch ſocieties, Ar. I ſhall 
leave my reader to detur ming.  Ehis\favgurie 
That Jeſus Chriſt is o a 20405 like 
ourſelves” you have e | 
introduce. I alſo r 
bike myſelf: but I. da you 
that h is only. 4 matu:like-myſelf,: hens boch 
che ſcripturts and Dr. Prieſticy 's own teſtimony 
to ws hey contrary j m8 * mall te 
per Fun OL, of E I l £428 4 
FR is a very th in pour 
Preliminary Diſccurſe, pag. 5. abd which for its 
6 ity, I cannot; well paſa dver without re- 
2 « [t was probably an attempt to cant 
ty wich war (pagan) 2 that 
e the thro us Chriſt baving been 


Jpirit, abe treator and. 
age pf partir, gab Ie may be ſo Doctor; 
t upon 


— ee er e 
the 


r were” created” by 
6 all things, and 
— Now, as I have no 
what a writer means bur 
ly to the manner in which he 


. wo abide by the 
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obvines fenſe uf the words hs mne uſe of, 
which in this place and ſeveral others plainly. 
ſuggeſt the idea of Chriſt's exiſtence before 
his incarnation and being born of à virgin. 
And — ba one would really think that this holy 
d no view to accommodate Chriftianity 
— pagan ſy nid: of philoſo phy, y, ſeeing Chap. ii. 
ver. 8. be, ſtrictly — eth the Coloſſtans to 
« Beware leſt any man ; boald ſpoil them through ꝓↄbi- 
loſephy. and vain l deceit after tbe tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of this world and not rafter. 
Chrif.””, He: muſt have acted very deceitfully, 
and very inconſiſtenly, if he was ſtudying to 
reconcile Chriſtianity with any pagan hypothe- 
ſis whatever, when he ſo warmly cautions to 
guard cagainſt the effects of their vain philoſo- 
hy; als: would really be tempted to think that 
e dreaded anne 
modation. Ai {SN 
However I am not werden whether your de- 
Gign in this place be to combat your friends the 
— 1 · r was ſuch br 
pre- — pirit as you or your o 
friends the — ts who conſider bim 45 hav- 
ing eternally exiſted as the God of 3 on- 
Yo. from your known attachment to the latter, 
is preſumed that you will omit no opportu- 
— of paying your compliments to them. As 
for the Arians, they are certainly nearer the 
truth, than their more Rational brethren who aſ- 
ſert that. Jeſus had no exiſtence prior to his be- 
ing born of the virgin; and as for the Ortho- 
2 they are kept tolerably in countenance by 
that declaration of F Jeſus himſelf, * Before Abra- 
bam was, | I am.” And however Dr. Prieſtley, 
underſtand theſe words, it is plain, the Jews 
blind and irrational as they were, underſtood 


him, as, although not fifty years old, * 
roa i A 


( 45 ) 
hiroſelf older than their father Abraham, and 
ſo ſtrongly expreſſive of his exiſtence before his 
incarnation, that they thought he deſerved death 
for ſuch a declaration. Notvichſtanding; Doc- 
tor, to give you your due, you have greatly 
confirmed rk 9 their ſentiments be- 
fore you finiſh t ous paragra h. But 

para, this hereafter. _.. « 
Page 7. of the ſame Diſcourſe yields us an 
inſtance of ſingular Rationality, in placing the 
2 of Jeſus Chriſt on a level with the wor- 
* dead men, and as extinguiſhing the true 
— of the Divine character and government. 
« When the worſhip ef dead men, ſaints, and an- 
gels, as well as that 0 7 eſus Cbhriſt was intro- 
duced, the true idea of the Divine character and 
government was wholly loft.” That the worſhip 
of dead men, faints, and angels, is, compara- 
tively, of a late date, and that the introduction 
of ſuch idolatry into the Chriſtian church, na- 
turally tended to efface the true idea ot the Di- 
vine character and government, will not be de- 
nied by the Orthodox: but it muſt require ſa- 
gacity, not inferior to yours, to find out a like- 
neſs between this idolatry and the worſhip of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Muſt we indeed account the wor- 
ſhip of the Son of God equally idolatrous with 
2 of Thomas a Becke!,. and other dead men 
- the papiſts ? It occurs to my mind how- 
ever that the worſhip of dead men, ſaints, and 
angels, is expreſaly both the letter and 
oY: of ſcripture, whereas the worſhip of Je- 
Chriſt 1 | as; exprelsly enjoined in holy writ ; 
is:therefare- far from being a. proof of the 
drift 3 97 the Rev. Dr. Prieſtley in 


59 2098. ference, on a level. 
know. who theſe ſaints are 
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whether they are dead men, or living men, or 
indeed of ne human ſp je at all; for as you 
are pleaſed to diſtin them both from angels 
and dead men, I am not a little puzzled. to 
find out who are intended, Men the wor/bip 
of dead men, ſaints, and angels, as well as that 
of Jeſus Chrif war introduced, the true idea of 
the Divine character and government was 'w 
2 ly, Doctor! Bur are you ſerious? | 
r- of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther full of grace and truth, deprive us ef che 
true idea 0 the Father himſelf? One would 
really think that there is no method ſo likely 
for us to come at the true idea of the Father, 
the rip, as beholding him through his Son the 
way which leads to him. We, for our parts, 
—— no other way of coming to the Father, 
but by Jeſus Chrift, though it ſeems that oY 
and the reſt of the Rationals have 
a nearer way. " Nevertheleſs, I will not 1 | 
you and yorr friends worſhip dead men any 
more than we do; but 1 haye known ſome 
Rational Diſſenters as well as Orthodox ere now 
very remarkable for their devotion to living 
men; which is pretty near as prepoſterous as 
the other worſhip. I wiſh you would tell me, 
Doctor, when it was that the worſhip of 1 
Chriſt was introduced ; for I find it to Thane been 
of long ſtanding; very current in the days of 
- the apoſtſes, practiſed by many in the days of 
' His 85 fleſh, and always acceptable when zhe 
work . er came to him in a right ſpirit. Ja- 
deed, there is one inſtance of his putting a 
check a certain wyrſhipper, 8 to 
him u A 2 — Sz fol e ont he 
was u Ra pohte Hef, 4 | 
and I his own e ant | 
TJefus to to be OP A 22 like himſelf; yet, a8 
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5 a teacher ſens from God. to reform the people, 
ani} pant. een of duty to them. Com- 
ing to Jeſus great ſwelling words of re- 
(eſto ts mouth, Tach words ag: wete appli- 
cable-to none Who had not 2 perſonal claim to 
proper deity : che divine tescher put him in 
mind, that, i. he entertained ſuch lo notions 
of his perſon, his eulogy was abſurd, ſeeing 
Cod alone is eſſentially Some people 
thete are who, ſuppoſe th the worſhip of the 
Rational Diſſenters is near a-kin to this, and are 
very apptehenſiyr that it vill. meet with the 
ſame acceptance. 
Dear Sir, what indignation muſt have filled 
your breaſt, had your reverence ſtood by when 
Thomas the apoſtle worſhipped and adored Je- 
ſus as his Lord and bis God? And how would 
you have blamed Jeſus, * whEά⁶N ou ſay is only a 
man like yourſelf,” for receiving this high ado- 
ration which'canld not be due to him in your 
view of things? Two things appear to me to 
be very remarkable in this inſtance of the wor- 
hip of Jeſus Chriſt, 

po Thomas acted juſt as if he had been an 
Orthodox Diſſenter, in worſhipping Chriſt as 
Lord and Cad, who Dr. Freebie tells Us, ** is but 
a man like ourſelves,” 
. Jeſus ſuffered Thomas to continue in his 
abſurdity and error, without attempting to con- 
vince him of them; yea ſuch was his conduct 
as tended to make Thomas believe that this 
adoration was cordially accepted. However, 
Sir, had you been there, I doubt not but you 
Wauld even have done as your betters, the Jew- 

iſn rabbies had often done before ; reproved 
both the Lord and his ſervant. Two things 


HEY © riſe from theſe conſiderations. 
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1. That Thomas the apoſtle! was not whar 
you call a Rational Diſſenter, any more than 
myſelf. Dee 
2. That the worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt was very 
early introduced, and that of courſe, according 
to your notion, the true idea of the divine cha- 

racter and government was wholly loſt in the 
days of Chriſt and his apoſtle. 

1 cannot help thinking,” by the way, that 
what time ſoever the worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt 
was introduced; and how ' erroneous ſoever it 
may appear in the eye of a Rational Diſſenter, 
if an error, it is an error divinely inſtituted. I 
ſincerely beg that you would favour me witli an 
expoſition of Heb. i. 6. When be bringeth in the 
firſt begotten into the world, he ſaith let all the angels 
of God wworſhip him. And alſo John v. 23. That 
all men ſhould honour the Son even as they honour 
the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, ho- 
noureth not the Father which hath ſent bim. 

By the firſt-begotten in the one text, I ap- 
prehend he who is called the Son in the other 
is intended. If ſo, it is clear to a demonſtra- 
tion, that he is to be honoured by all the an- 
gels of God, and by all the deſcendants of A- 
dam; and as for the nature of that worſhip or 
honour that is to be given to him, we are told 
that it is ſuch as we ought to pay to the Father. 
In order to deter us from undervaluing him as 
a man, by conſidering him as being ſuch a one as 
ourſelves, and to excite us to honour him even 
as we honour the Father, we are told that the 
Father hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son, and that the Father accepteth of no ho- 
nour but where the Son is included, „ He that 
bonoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father 
who ſent" bim. Now, Sir, if all the angels of 
God are commanded to worſhip the firſt-begot- 

ten 
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ten, and if all men ought to honour the Son 
even as honour the Father, muſt not the 
Rational. Diſſenters be very abſurd and impious 
in conſidering him as only a man like — 
ſelves ? If all judgment is committed unto the 
Son, will there not be ſome danger, think you, 
of his reſenting the conduct ef thoſe who un- 
dervalue him even as a man, let their preten- 
ſions to ſuperior reaſon be ever ſo lofty ? 

I ſuppoſe you will think, Sir, that, there is 
orthodoxy ſufficient in what I have already writ- 
ren ih this letter to make the exerciſe of reading 
it at one fitting abundantly ſevere. I ſhall there- 

fore conclude for this time, ſubſcribing myſelf, 


Reverend Sir, 


Four humble Servant, 
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NDEE D Doctor! Is it fo, that the Ra- 
tional Diſſenters are apt to undervalue Jeſus 
Chriſt even as a man ? and 1s this the Rational 
Chriſtianity. that boaſts its own excellency above 
all that is. called Orthodox ? I verily think, 
indeed, that having got the only begotten of 
the Father, brought down to a level with them- 
ſelves, they might in point of good manners 
have uſed him with common decency, and nor 
have undervalued him as you tell us has been 
their practice. With me this is no proof of their 
ſuperlative reaſon I aſſure you. Do not you 
think, Sir, in this that they follow the example of 
Jews and Mahomedans, who alſo undervalue 
him as a man, and who alſo are virtuous and 
rational in their own way ? One would really 
be tempted to think that the po with whom 
you are converſant are remarkable for nothin 
fo much, as their diſſenting from Jeſus Chriſt as 
an object of divine adoration, Either you 
greatly bely them, Doctor, or they muſt be 
the moſt impious and irrational race of beings 
on this ſide of the Helleſpont. 

* Upon finding, that, inſtead of being very God 
of. very. God, tbe Creator of heaven and earth, he 
is only a man like ourſelves, we are apt at firſt 
to undervalue him, and not to conſider him in that 
diſtinguiſhed light, in which though a man be is 

5 | every 


2 WELD, 25 
tvery where repreſented +” By which it appears 
that the firſt impreſſion your Rational religion 
makes upon your minds is, to influence you to 
undervalue the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, inſtead of 
worſhipping him, even as you worſhip the Fa- 
ther. Some would be apt to conclude from 
hence, that Rational religion has very few ad- 
vantages over ſcriptural religion which influences 
us to embrace and adore the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
according to the import of his great name ImmMa- 
NUEL.... If your Rational Diſſenters undervalue 
the Lord Jeſus with impunity, do you think, 
Doctor, that we ſhall be damned for rejoicing 
in him as the ſeed of David after the fleſh; and 
at. the ſame time adoring him as God' over all 
bleſſed for evermore ? It we ſhould indeed be 
ſo unhappy, we ſhall have cauſe to execrate 
the names of thoſe prophets and apoſtles who 
have by their docttines ſo grievouſly miſled us. 
But if it ſhould in the end appear that the Re- 

deemer's perſon is anſwerable to his adorable 
name IMMANUEL, think ſeriouſly, Sir, how they 
will be likely to fare who undervalue him, even 
as a man? Will it not be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, 
than for ſuch ? Although they lift themſelves 
up to heaven in pride and ſelf. conceit, will 
they not be in danger of being caſt down into 
hell, in a way of juſt condemnation for their 
having undervalued him, whom the Father' de- 
lighteth to honour, and whom he hath com- 
manded all men to worſhip, even as they wor- 
ſhip himſelf ? Theſe things deſerve a very ſe- 
tious conſideration, Doctor: may you and 1 
both conſider them arighht! 5 
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pens, even of thoſe who are its moſt, zvowe 
— Pagans, etre now, have borne teſti- 

ny to c be pre bore wi the = 
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ſomething remarkable if we ſhould 
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that irreverence of your 
fiends towards the pod eſus Chriſt, which 
the firſt impreſſions of Rational religion art 
apt to influence them to, you are pleaſed to ſet 
before them a ſketch of what you take to 
the dignity of his perſon, amongſt which, 
find it declared of Jeſus, © that he bas com- 
munications with. God, and ſpeaks and alis 72 
Ged in ſuch a manner as no other man ever 
You know, Sir, that the patriarchs and 995 
phets, eſpeciall the latter, had communications 
with. God ſo tar, as to know and reveal his 
mind to. mankind ; what, they ſpake and acted 
from God, was perfectly right, and acceptable 
in his ſight, inſomuch that their doctrine is | 
| this day as authentic as the acer of C 
himſelf. You fay that eſus has communica- 
tions with God which they never had, which 
ſcems to imply . a. ſpecial union between God 


YA 
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and 
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9 as nw enjoyed, nor pre- 
2 * 5 —— of 
hy muſt be Srocipitate who dares 
Fi 55 it ; but that there is ſome ſuch unde- 
ſcribable union ſubſiſts, your own doctrine ap- 
5 J really A ig. Brag 
comparatively but few 
tors to the * per deity of the bleſſed Saviour, 
| vines have conſidered the union of 
Cod and man in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
a ching to us incomprehenſible, and left it juſt 
as.jt is found in the ſcriptures, . 
darkeni 


and perplexin the 
e aach iber den dender — * ry bold 


Hay her al you explain 1 1 * ro 10 to 2 

againſt the true 
proper de u c Chi you cannot he! 
poſing that he enjoys ſuch an union wit 
a8 none other can enjoy. According to 
the ſtated laws of philoſophy, there can be no 
communication without union; difſalye the 
union, and communication inſtantly ceaſes. The 


communication which you ſay Jeſus has with 
God, necelfarily ſup an union of Chriſt's 


humanity with true ad 2 1 1 ſuch as 
1s ide by no other being 
ing af Jeſus e 
ching s to his church, oy have theſe very re- 
able words, be ſtill feels for, and 
will be preſent with bi; faithful diſciples and fol. 
lowers, evey to the end of the world +,” Nothing 
can be mare expreſſive of my ſentiments than 
this declaration; nathing can leſs countenance 


the vain and ignorant notion of the Rational 
Diſſenters ** that Chriſt is only a man like our- | 
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-lyes,” Tea, nothing can more fully proye the 
_ and roper divmity of the Son of God 
than this teſtimony. from Dr. Prieſtley, Indeed,” 
Sir, you muſt give me leave to be thankful 
that the moſt holy God has by your pen con- 
firmed me more and more in that, without 
which my | oj” muſt inevitably be cut off 
Give yourſelf a little time to reflect, and aſk 
your own heart how it is that one who is only a 
man like ourſelves can feel for his faithful 
diſciples in general, and be with them in all 
their trials ; ſeeing he is remoyed, as ſuch from 
them to a diſtance immenſe and unſpeaka- 
ble? A man like ourſelves, muſt be capable 
of being only in one place, at one and the ſame 
period. You and I cannot be, both at Leeds 
and in London at the ſame time ; neither can 
Jeſus, if only like ourſelves, be at once both 
on earth and in heaven. That he is in heaven, 
and there muſt remain as man, till his ſecond 
coming, the apoſtle Paul bears witneſs; it will 
therefore lie upon Dr. Prieſtley to ſhew, how He 
can be preſent, with his people in all their trials, 
even to the end of the world.” ;F (= conti- 
nues in heaven till the reſtitution of all things, 

as Paul ſays, and yet be with his people in all 
their trials, as Dr. Prieſtley, ſays, and according 

to his own promiſe, he muſt be ſomething more 
than a man like ourſelves, © © 
You know, Sir, that the faithful diſciples and 
followers of Jeſus may be exceedingly diſperſed 
in the world, and that therefore the' perſon 
who is preſent with them in all places and'upon 
all occaſions muſt needs be very extraordinary. 
For inſtance, they are ſcattered through Bri- 
tain, and on the continent ; in the Indies eaſt 
and weſt, in every quarter of the globe: there- 
fore, how ſhall the man Jeſus be preſent with 
_ | „ 
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tem all, in alt places, at one and: the amt 
— deve à preſence univerſally diffuſive? 
Indeed, Sir, it will never impeach your wiſdom, 
either has! 4 Chriſtian or a Diſſenter, to believe, 
that the being, who is preſent with all the hea- 
venly hoſts, and at the ſame time is preſent 
with all his people upon earth, in what quarter 
ſoever, muſt be truly and properly God. 1 
cannot tell how you will ſpeak of the omnipre- 
ſence of God, when you ſpeak thus of the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt, whom you ſay is only a man. 
Really, Sir, I know no body who can anſwer 
1 writings to better purpoſe than yourſelf. 
blame both Mr. Venn and the Proteſtant Diſt 
ſenter for not Siving you che honour ſo juſtly 
meritet. ” S401 fil 
- g-1t might well dee an unpürdonable 
geglect, if” I- was' to take: no further” notice of 
that wonderful paſſage, in page 6, of the-Preti4 
minary Diſcourſe.” “ Having got this hypothefis 
1 that Chiiſt was a pre- exiſtent being) 
bey were eaſily” led imu a lui aken — 
e paſſages" of tb Old Teſtament; and 
Le te: e nn, bow or 
2 world by bit 4bord: e, \another | agent 
was meant, and hot" the — poor und energy 
of God himſelf : tboug bers apoſtle Jobn gms to 
have intended expreſoly- to contraditt and refute that 
notion, by © gs" in the introgudtion \ to bis 
yoſpel," that -wha? ig called x ne word, 
was God bimſelf, and not e ind from 
Ain. * How far ſome texts in che? Old. eſta- 
ment have been underſtood or miſunderſtood; is 
not the object of my preſent enquiry though 
it is obſervable enough, that the inſpired apoſtle 
Paul, as well as hisbrethren, fersfgrth theexrttence 
of Jeſus antecedemt to his incarnatior: All that 
1 aim to take notice of here is, the aſſertion of 
Man D 4 John, | 
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John, that © what is called the word is (od bin 
ſelf.” It is what I by no means deny, 4hough = 
I cannot help wondering to ſee the text cred By 
one who takes Jeſus to be only a man like ur- 
ſelves. Surely no man was ever more miſtaken 
as to the meaning of a text of ſcripture, than 
you ate with regard to this, nor leſs apprehea · 
five of the juſt conſequences of ſueh zu jnjudi- 
cious quotation, This text you have cited with 
a view to prove that Jeſus Chriſt had no exiſt- 
ence prior to his coming in the fleſh ! but, ta 
the entire overthrow af the Rational ſcheme, it 
eſtabliſhes as 4 rock, the doctrine of the true 
and proper deity of Ixsvs Jenovan. Admigtin 
that there was no ſuper-angelic ſpirit em 
in the work of creation and providence, but 
that God himſelf, by his own proper energy, 
ht all things into being, and, by the 
influence ſupports all 2 
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the glary as of the only begatlen of the 
Father) full of grace and 4ruth, Now, Doctor, 
chis is the fair reading of the words according 
to your notzon ; and, had not you told us that 
you are 2 Rational, Chriſtian, any body would 
have taken you for one of the worſt kind of 
Athanaſians, if not a downright Trirheiſt. But. 
it is not 8 purpoſe at preſent to bring fur- 
ther proof upon this head; comenting myiclf 
with your on authority for my believing in 
che proper deity of my bleſſed Redeemer. 
The tuerd was God himielf, ſay you, and fo 
Gays John the evangeliſt 3 who further fays, that 
aun word 40as made fe, and dwelt among us, (de. 
That is, God bimſelt was made fleſh and dwelt 
Among us. Now, Sir, I ond like te know 
when, or how Cod himielf was made: fleſh, and 
dwelr among us, if he was not maniftited in 
the adorable perſon ot Jelus of Nazareth ? 1 
think inde-d that hiſtery furnimeth net with 
any account of — nature ſince the fall of 
Alan; ſo fit as was his fon deity to inhabit. 
You help we to account for ſame puſſatges of 
holy writ which Rational Chriſtiaus ſella med- 
dle with, ſuch as . n e/us drvoteth all the full. 
neſa of the Godbead hedity,” which malt be the 
eaſe you know if the word: is Cd himdelf,, and 
that God himicit was made fe. Firs nome 
Hall be called Immaniel, which i, God ic ts,” 
e fulfilled when God hindelf was — 4 


hoy far rhein een your accou 5 
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fleſh, and dwelt among us in our own very na. 
ture. This was God manifeſt in the fleſh whom 
the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of, and which he calls 
the great myſtery of godlineſs. In this 'view = 
of the ſubject, Jeſus is juſtified when in the 
Apocalypſe he aſſumes the name of Alpha and 
Omega, which aſſumption could never be juſti- 
fied on ſuppoſition that he had no exiſtence 
prior to his being born of the virgin. 5 

Indeed, Doctor, thoſe people whom you ſtile 
Orthodox are more obliged to you than you 
were aware of, and henceforward will be apt to 
expect advantages to their ſyſtem from your 
pen, either deſignedly or undeſignedly. c 
However, I would not have you or any 
body elſe ſuppoſe that I have entered here into 
a defence of Chriſt's proper divinity ; that was 
by no means my view. All I aimed at was to 

int -out to my reader how far you yourſelf 
| have defended it, even when you fancied your- 
ſelf to be writing againſt it; no judgment there- 
fore is to be formed, by what is here written 
of my ſentiments concerning the perſon of 
Jeſus, any further than, that Tam an hearty ad- 
vocate for his real divinity :- an article of faith, 
which I ſhould be glad to diſcuſs with the re- 
verend Doctor Prieſtley, or any of his friends, 
who may happen to be at leiſure. TE 
Upon the whole, Sir, I could almoſt per- 
ſuade myfelf, if it were poſſible, that it is not 
the doctrine of Chriſt's divinity itſelf that vexes 
you, ſo much as the people who maintain it, 
and perhaps you may have reaſons for your pre- 
judice againſt them, which I am unacquainted 
with: ut g really, it does not become a gene- 
rous mind to retain prejudice againſt any of our 
fellow” creatures. I intend not any thing upon 
this ſubject at preſent farther than aſſuring you 
N | that 
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that I think the Rational ſcheme will require 
a much better and more conſiſtent defence re- 
ſpecting Chriſt's being only a man like our- 
ſelves, before it will be likely ta gain many 
proſelytes out pf the Orthodox tribes, 


I am, Reverend Sir, 


Your humble Servant, 
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| Reverend Sir, 
T is far from my deſign to miſrepreſent your 
meaning, or to make uſe of unworthy ca- 
vils, in order to render you odious to your fel- 
low Chriſtians : neither weuld I willingly err in 
the leaſt, in point of fairneſs, as you think 
your other antagoniſts have done; but yoa muſt 
give me leave to ſay that you have written 
many _ without an 1 meaning at all, un- 
leſs indeed you intended to vindicate the doc- 
trine of atonement ſo long exploded by Rational 
Chriſtians. That the latter was the caſe, will 
not eaſily be believed; and therefore, I ſhall 
admit the former, and ſhall ſhew from 
and authentic records, that it is even ible 
for a Rational man to write without any mean- 
ing * When the mind bas been tinctured, ſays 
y author *, with any falſe notions 4 God. it is 
52.40 * that they ſhould ever attically 
rettified , becauſe the ſame names as continue 
to ſugy of the ſame ideas, and to excite the ſame 
Felings, whatever reaſon may diflate to the con- 
tr J I Egan it is _ lain that thoſe 


K+ > ” ap ſay, ta like Armi- 
nuus or Socinus, and think 7 him much like 
Auſtin and Calvin, can have no meaning in 


Preliminary Diſcourſe, page 19. 
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they ſay, ſecing 
cratiftion ro the diftares of reaſon within them. 
Dr. Frieſtley alſo informs us, that formerly he 
had his mind tincturecl wich thoſe unworthy no 
tone of God, commonly called Orthoddexy 1 
therefore it is ble chat they ſhould ever 
be pruftically rectified, This may ſer ve 4s an 
with the Rational Diſſenters for the 
many Orthodox ſayings gleanable in the exten · 
five fields of his productions, of which it may 
de faid chat they ſpting up in as leh time ab 
muſhrooms ; whether thoſe of them that are 
upon divine ſubjects are likely to be of longet 
duration, I cahnot certainly determine. How 
ever, the dictates of the Doctor's reaſon being 
diamerrically oppoſite to every fentiment of Or-. 
thodoxy ; it follows, reader, that wherever you 
meet with an Orthodox ſentence in Dr. Prieſt. 
ley's works, you need not be offended with it, 
for it is only the influence which the former tinc- 
ture of his mind has upon him, and in reality 
the author meant nothing by it. | 
It is indeed my opinion that many of your 
fayitigs, reſpecting the ſufferings of Chriſt, are 
very orthodox, and ſome of them even ſtrictly 
Calviniſtic. Surely ir will be the wonder of the 
age if you ſhould at laſt come over to the Cal- 
viniſts. Really, Doctor, 1 do not deſpair of 
yout converſion; fur I think it not impoſſible, 
notwichſtanding all that the Rev. Mr. Venn and 
the Proteſtant Diſſenter have pleaded to the 
contrary, Should I prove you a Calviniſt, and 
expoſe you to the outions of your Rational 
brethren, what would you ſay, Sir 7 Would 
not you allow me to have ſome pretenfhoas to 
«ſon myſelf, akhough numbered even amongit 
the Orthodox ? "TEE aa | 
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(62) . 
- But, before I proceed farther upan this heath, 
give me leave to obſerve, that J am as 
an enemy as you can be, to they burning o 
bodies for hereſy; that is, putting people to 
death for the glory of God, and the good of 
the church; and have the murder of Servetus in 
equal abhorrence with yourſelf, notwithſtanding 
Calvin was therein an accomplice. Neverthe- 
leſs, when J conſider that all the enemies of 
Calvin's doctrine, who have written from Bel- 
larmine down to Dr. Prieſtley, have carefully 
recorded this inſtance, - and -induſtriouſly held 
him up to public infamy for it, it convinces 
me that Mr. Calvin muſt have been a man of 
the moſt irreproachable conduct and ſpirit in 
every other part of his life, ſeeing his avowed . 
enemies have been able to find nothing elſe 
againſt him but that infamous act, of his con- 
ſenting to the death of miſtaken Servetus, 
ſo that the very reproaches of his enemies ſerve 
only to embelliſh his character and to advance 
his reputation. I am not certain whether Dr. 
Prieſtlev, of Leeds, would give his conſent to 
the burning of Orthodox Diſſenters at a ſtake 
for their bigotry; but if we may give credit 
to his own teſtimony, he is very willing that 
they ſhould burn in hell fire for their ortho- 
doxy; for he is fully perſuaded, that Jeſus 
Chriſt will do by them, juſt as he did by the 
phariſees in his time; the children of the king- 
dom, who were caſt out into utter darkneſs, 
where is weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of 
teeth. After ſuch an expreſſion of your charity, 
really, Sir, your cenſure of John Calvin hath 
not the moſt favourable appearance. Moſt peo- 
ple will be apt to co that your-ſpirit poſ- 
keſſeth a degree of rancour, at leaſt not infe- 
ww Tilo 
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rior to that ſpirit which perſecuted Michael 
Servetus; but it is well for the Orthodox Diſ- 
ſenters that there is a great difference between 
Calvin's influence and that of the Rev. Doctor 
Erieſtley. I might indeed aſk you if thoſe who 
are now called Orthodox are the only people 
who have had the honour of burning heretics, 
and whether the Arians themſelves, in the days 
of their Orthodoxy, did not ſee the ſame neceſ- 
ſity. of glorifying God by deſtroying thoſe who 
differed from them. Indeed, Sir, there are few 
ſects among us who have not a lawful claim 
to the honour of having murdered their bre- 
thren for the good of the cauſe: and I am 
very much miſtaken, if even in our own days, 
we could not be furniſhed wita divines who 
would very willingly take this method of re- 
claiming the refractory, were they but bleſſed 
with a government favourable for ſuch a pur- 
oſe. 

| a But, leaving the ſhocking ſcenes of pious 
murder, I ſhall give due attention to your 

doctrine of atonement, as I find it ſcattered 
in your prolific pages: and I rejoice to ſee it 
forcing its evidence through the labours of the 
moſt itrenuous oppoſition, and making even 
Dr, Prieſtley hinielf act in ſubſervience to the 
great deſigns of truth. The firſt paſſage I ſhall 
quote relates to the miſſion of Jeſus, ſhews to 
what end he was ſent into the world, and is 
found page 20, of your Conſiderations of Dif- 
ferences of Opinion. A ſenſe of our obliga- 
tion. to our Lord . Jeſus Chriſt, alſo as a perſon 
commſhoned from God to redeem, that is, to de- 
liver, ſave, or reſcue us from a ſtate of fin and 
miſery.” Now, Sir, whatever meaning you had, 
or whether you really have any meaning at all 
in theſe words, you muſt not be offended 7 


| (64) ; 
take the ſentence according to its graftimari- 
cel tonſtruction, and apply it to the purpoſe in 
view. The phraſeology is truly Calviniftic, and 
Calvin blcuteff could not better have "expreft 
his own meaning than you By even when you 
are labovting to tobg out Calviniſm from che 
face of the eatth,” I am afraid, Doctor, that 
the Rational Diflenters will compare you to 
David Simples brown-cow, which having given 
| good pailfol of milk, kicked ir down with het 
foot. It is true you have labouted to ſoften 
that inflexible word (redeem) ; but in fact it 
will appear thar yoor explanation has but very 
| little promoted the intereſts of Rational religion. 
Has really befriended whar you call Orthodoxy, 
and not overturned it as you humbly expected. 
% To redzem ut from 4 fate of fin and miſery," 
is the text, * To deliver, ſave, or reſtue ws 
from à ftate of fin and miſery,” is your eommen- 
tary upon it. Give me leave to comment on 
your commentary, before 1 meddle with the 
text. And I affure you, I do not illuſtrate it 
by my on authority only, but bring along 
with me the authority of Samuel Johnſon, A. M. 
in his almoſt unliftable Dictionary, whoſe tefti- 
mony as a Dictionaty-maker, is generally held 
to be good and authentic. He tells me that to 
deliver, is to ſave or reſcue, fo that we have here 
no leſs than three words given in order to make 
clear the ſenſe of one. Would not theſe three 
words, heaped thus together, ſeem to convey the 
idea of ſome great and imminent danger to which 
8 us to be delivered, faved or reſcued, 
too h b Alſo, does not the idea of forne- 


thing very gheat and hazardous in the undertaki 
of bim who was thus comamtſionect to 

ſave, or reſcue, fuggeſt iffelf from them. 
drder to deliver, fave or reſtue tis from a 
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of ſin and miſery ry, muſt not what he did who 
was thus commiſſioned, be in ſome way or other 
accounted to us, er polls I oc ns by ſome 
kind of application. | But ought we — in 
Explaining a word or ſentence to come u — 
near as poſſibl we can to its real ſenſe, 1 
are not able fully to expreſs it ? This you zvoided 
in the preſent caſe: notwithſtanding your gloſs 
upon — 4 9 (redeem) expreſſes much more 
than is favourable to the Rational ſcheme.” Per- 
mit me to review the word redeem in its com- 
mon acceptation, and conſider the Saviour's 
commiſſion accordingly; that I may thereby 
teach you either to become Orthodox yourſelf, 
or leave our phraſes to our own. proper uſe. 
1. To redeem. To ranſom ; to relieve by 
| Ne price. 
o redeem. To make atonement. 
3. To redeem. To ſave the world from the 
curſe due to fin. | 
4. To redeem. To 3 to recover. 
| Fou tell us that Jeſus was commiſſioned by 
od to redeem us ; we fee that to redeem, 
was to ranſom us, by paying the price as 
our redemption, What that — 1 was, b 
which he ranſomed us, you are — eaſed to We 
in theſe precious words: loved us and 
freely gave * himſelf to death for us. So that if 
we admit Dr. Prieſtley to be his own expoſitor, 
the doctrine will be thus defined. - Jeſus Chriſt 
is a perſon commiſſioned of God to ranſom us, 
by giving himſelf to death as the price of our 
| redemption. This is ſound divinity, Sir; good 
Orthodox Calviniſm. If ſome certain gentlemen, 
now dwelling in the houſe appointed for all 
living, were to lift up their heads from under 


* Preliminary Diſcourſe, page 24: | 
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the turf and review your writings, they would 
undoubtedly blame you for detraying the cauſe 


of Rational religion, by inadvertently 3 | 
your writings with fo many Orthodox phraſes, 

provided they have not departed from their 
former ſentitnegts.” But to the matter in hand; 
you tell us thar. jeſus Chriſt is a perſon com- 
mifſieried by Goch to redeem us To redeem 
w is to make zn atonement for us. Paul the 
apoſtle tells us, that this was made by the fa- 
crifice of fHimſeff, whereby he for ever perfected 
all who are ſanctified, which is confirmed by 
your affertion' that he loved us and gave him- 
ſelf to death for us. Giving himfelf to death 
for us was certainly what the apoſtle meant by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf. Sacrifices were ordained 
to make an atonement for ſin ; the Redeemer 
therefore gave Himſelf as a facrifice for us, that 
he might atone for the fin which we had commit- 
ted, as you very juſtly obſerve, by putting the fol- 
lowing words into Chriſt's mouth, alluding to the 
legal facrifices, page 2, of your Additional Re- 
marks, &c. My Blood may be ſaid to be bed 
for the remiſſion of fins,” which muſt be, Becauſe 
it is atoning blood, and hath procured this re- 
miſſion or pardon. Good Calviniſm again, Sir. 
Tou tell us that Chriſt was commifſioned of 
God to redeem us, © we find that this redemp- 
tion is ſaid to be, to deliver the world from the 


curſe due to ſin;“ and if we want to know how 


this was done, the apoſtle tells us that be de- 
liveted us from the curſe of the lax by being made 
a curſe for us. Here was the innocent becoming 
a curſe for the guilty ; a doctrine which, your” 
reaſoh ſtrongly remonſtrates agzinſt, but which 
your pen very agreeably eſtabliſhes, Doctor. 
It was certainly very unhappy. for Rational re- 
ligion that your mind was 1 ſtrongly tinctured 

* . with 
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ih Orthodoxy ir in your Tounges day 2. for as 
you 0 oblerye, 5 is im that ever it 
ſhould be practically "reAibed, "Mortal man, 
could hardly d0 0 more to rectify. 3 it than on 
have done ; an 125 in ſpite of yourlelf, 
thodoxy will break aut in your ee one 1 
o redeem, is to reſcue or recover, as you ſay, 
which is very expreſſive of the work of the Re- 
deemer upon the redeemed; by his 1 
out of darkneſs into marvellous light, and 
the power of Sn to the living God. Well — 
we then, as Adviſe us, * entertain in our 
minds a very 45 idea of the benefits accruing to Ms, 
by bis life and death * ;” good experimental di- 
7 10 ed divinity worthy. your moſt ſeri-, 
1 confideration, This is the very thing that 
ndependents require in order to commu- 
00 wich them; and which you ay there is 
not a ſhadow of ground for in the Ne 
ent. Whether there is-the ſhadow of ground, | 
197 1 it in the New Teſtament +: or not, I have 
ſhewn that there is the ſubſtance of ground for 
it in Dr. Prieſtley's own writings. 
Give me leave to correct a ſmall er, 
in that N beautiful paſſage of you 
« who loved us and 25 gave himſelf to death, 
for us, to redeem us from fin and mi/; ht 
might become partakers of the 212 F Gad 
with bim; and be join 1 of the ſame glory 
and ha ineſs $.3 ah 2 you conſider the 
Son of God to be only a * W yet, 
even as a man like yourſelf, you ought to have 
treated him with common civility, and not have- 


given him the Jie as in the paſſage under e 


Conſiderations on the Lord's Supper; page 57. 
+ Addreſs on Church Diſcipline, page 34. 


1 ** Diſcourſe, page 24. 
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deration. Chriſt himſelf tells us, that Gop 
80 LOVED THE WORLD that be gave bis only begot- 
ten Sox that whoſoever belitveth in bim ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life *. Here the love of 
God is repreſented as Kerle and ſpontaneous, 


the ſole cauſe of che gift of Chriſt. This y you deny, 
and alledge that the of Chrift is "the cauſe 
why we are beloved o God. © He gave him- 
felf, that wwe might become partakers of the lave 
God,” ſay you; ſuppoſing, that the world of 
ankind were not partakers of the love of God, 
till Chriſt had given himſelf to redeem us and 
procure this love for us. Do not Doctor be 
offended at thoſe who talk of purchaſed pardon, 
ſeeing, according to the obvious ſenſe of your 
own words, the very love itſelf which pardons 
the ſinner, is purchaſed or procured by the death 
of Jeſus. But the truth is, the love which 
God bore to mankind was the cauſe of Chriſt's 
| Lang at all given; the end to which Chriſt 
iven, was, that as many as believe in him 
ſhou be brought to poſſeſs the bleſſings of this 
loving kindneſs. 
In your firſt query to the Proteſtant Diſſenter, 
twice mention, in the very language of 
Calviniſm, what Chriſt bas done and ſuffered 
for us.” How could what he did, be done for 
us if it was not done in our ſtead ? Or how 
could he with any propriety be ſaid to have 
ſuffered for us, if the pain which he endured 
was not the proper puniſhment of our ſin and 
rebellion ?' He could neither do nor ſuffer for 
us, without ſtanding in our place; if he did 
ſo, then he was the ſinner's 1 bſtitute to all in- 
tents and purpoſes. How can you then, Sir, 
| conſiſtent with yourſelf, blame thoſe who believe 25 


John xiii. 16. | | | 
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that the innocent Jeſus died for guilty man ? 
This Calviniſtical Doctrine of vicarious puniſh- 
ment you thus ſet forth in o of Additional 
Conſideration, &c. When we do anything in re- 
membrance of Chriſt, we do it 1e take-occafton to 
recolteft «what Chriſt bas done and ſuffered for us in 
order to accompliſh the gracious ſcheme of our 5 
vation, or our deliverance from fin and mi 

Our Lord alſo calls the bread his body, 
wine his blood apparently with a few to our 4 
lecting in a more eſpecial manner the laſt and moſt 
Perfect inſtance of bis love, in giving his body to 
be' crucified, and his blood” to be ſhed for us.“ 
Again in 32, ** this cup is the New Teſta» 
ment in my blood, appears to me to bave been added, 
in order to expreſs on what. account we are to re- 
member him, viz. as 
pliſhed the ſcheme of our ſalvation.” Very pretty 
"_ mew 2 paſſable enough, even with the 


O to ſet forth the p 7 wok 
ſatisfaRion. bag rn 
who ſhall believe. in him. 


51 am, 3 Sir, 
Your humble Setvanc: 
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8 you have hem: pleaſed. to Aaniſy: — 
1 high and good opinion which you have 


conceived of your own attainments in your let- 
ter ta Mr. Venn, pag. 79. where you tell us that 
“ Having experienced an almſt entire revolution 
in your cum religious ſentiments, you find your heart 
better, and your bead clearer in conſequence of it, 
&c.“ I ſhould have expefted that doctrine 
af election and reprobation would have had no 
countenance in your performances. It is but 
juſt to believe that you would not — pro- 
mote a doctrine, which your clear reaſon ſo 
ſtrongly remonſtrates againſt, any more than 
the Rev. Mr. John Weſley, A. M. ſometime fel- 
low of Lincoln College, Oxford; who in the 
depth of his humility and ſelf-diffidence is 
pleaſed to ſtile that ſame doctrine © Taz nor- 
RIBLE DECREE,” It would ſeem that this reve- 
rend gentleman in the younger part of life had 
made an excurſion down to hell, like the heroes 
5 ancient fable, where he had an opportunity 

af beating the cries of the damned and of 
being informed by them 6f the horribleneſs of 
this decree; which account he thought proper 
to communicate to the world as ſoon as he got 


lafe vpon earth again. This performance was 
| an 


| (n 
an unſacred hymn upon the horrihle decree. 
Yet after all the clearneſs of his heacl, he has been 
unable 50 reſtrain himſelf in his future publica; 
tions from giving many bold ſtrokes in favour 
of this ſame detree of election ; for the Rev. 
Mr. Weſley. has not yet learned to be perfettly 
conſiſtent with himſelf, | any more than Dr. 
Prieſtley and myſelf, Were I to ftydy to put you 
out of conceit with the goodneſs of your heart, 
Sir, I ſhould very likely have little thanks for 
my trouble; but if Solomon were here, he 
would tell you that the man who truſts in his 
own heart is a fool. And really, Doctor, yow . 
have not given the Orthodox Diſſenters any 
proof of ijts- ſuperlative goodneſs. Give me 
leave to tell you that, I am of opinion there is 
a great deal of room for your heart to grow 
better and your head to grow clearer ſtill, on 
ſuppoſition that any thing can be gathered of 
the ſtate of either, by your lucubrations. Be- 
tween you and J, it is not thought very adviſe- 
able to put too much truſt in the heart of man, 
or to lean much to human underſtanding. Some 
people will not ſcruple to alledge that the 
heart of man is deceitful above all things and de/- 
perately wicked, even beyond the knowledge of its 
owner, This they will aſſign as a reaſon why 
ſome flatter themſelves that tbey are rich and 
increaſed with goods and bave need of nothing, even 
when they are wretched, miſerable, blind, and na- 
ted. Indeed, Sir, as you ſay of the Orthodox 
Diſſenters, I may ſay to you; it would have been 
more . eligible, and abundantly more for your 
honour, to have left it to me to pub- 
hſh the goodneſs of your heart, and the clear- 
neſs of your head, than to have taken that trou- 
ble upon yourſelf, which muſt needs have been 
very mortifying to 9 How-- 
he 4 ever 


„ e) 
ever it is pretty plain, that the. fruits of your 
8 the 7 have not been 
ſo conſpicuous to others, as to yourſelf; as no- 
thing but their want of diſcernment could have 
ut you under the diſagreeable y of 
— your own praiſe, in imitation of the 
phariſees and their deſcendans. 
I hope, Sir, that your goodneſs will pardon 
the unhappy way that I have got of departing 
on a ſudden from the ſubject propoſed, and bear 
with 8 while I 1 after the 
meaning of that paſſage, 4; of your Eſſay 
on Church Diſcipline, ** 2 — 
of the goſpel of Chriſt, was intended to procure bim, 
from all nations promiſcuouſly, a peculiar people 
zealous of good works.” I take it to be the very 
language of the Orthodox, and what the ſtrict- 
eſt Calviniſt will by no means object to. When 
you aſſert that the promulgation of the goſpel 
was intended to anſwer this important purpoſe; 
I would ſuppoſe you mean that it was inte 
by God himſelf, Might not I aſk you if you 
do not think an intention in the infinite mind, 
in all reſpects equivalent to a decree ? ſeeing he 
is of one mind and none can turn him, nor ren- 
der abortive his grand deſigns. It will then ap- 
ar that God had decreed that Chriſt ſhould 
ave a peculiar people zealous of good works, 
to be gathered by the preaching ot the goſpel. 
out from all nations promiſcuouſly. This you 
can have no objection to, and for my part I have 
none, therefore ſo far we are agreed. This de- 
cree or intention of the moſt High being ad- 
mitted, it follows that the people to be procured 
are ſaid to be a peculiar people; as ſuch it be- 
hoves us 8 * __ their character. On 
Enquiry we Nall f this peculiar people, 
are ſych whom the Redeemer appropriates ta 
3 | _ himſelf 


_ * 
himſelf as his own ſpecial j 
no other power whatever has any juſt or — 
ful claim, and with whom he Goa, as he does 
not with the world, or the nations from whom 


— ſay they are procured by the goſpel. Theſe 


take to be the people whom the apoſtle calls 
the fulneſs and of Chriſt. So chen it is 


— — ſhould — — 


have - 
riated to himſelf, and this peop 

— to him from the 2 Tx 
_ This procuring of 2 254 a0 a — 
from all nations promiſcuouſly, natu 
eth thr th ane heels From which te 
are procured are not intended to — 
liar people, therefore not procured by the promul- 
tion of the goſpel. Very Calviniſm! 
ood old Orthodox doctrine neighbour! 
I am not 

free manner of talking about what you call ex- 


n or the very 


ame thing. Tou tell us that you have _— 

— an — entire revolution of your re 

us ſentiments. Pray, Sir, why may not = 
— marr te ae Have not they an 


equal right with yourſelf to embrace the — 


conviction? You ſay that you have 
— your head to be got clearer — 
heart better upon this 
of your religious ſentiments; and as the Ortho- 
dox, eſpecially the Independents, have embraced 
a ſet of ſentiments diametrically oppoſite to 
yours, why ſhould you be affronted at them be- 
cauſe they experience the very reverſe of your 
feelings, and inſtead of their heads becoming 
cleurer and their hearts better by the revolution 
in their 


hearts 


rightly ſatisfied Doctor with your 


rimental revolution 


us ſentiment, they become daily 
more agen with the decritulneb of their” 
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hearts and the inſufficiency of their heads, You 
know, Sir, that our leading principle is, that 
every ſet of religious ſentiments muſt, produce 
effects upon the mind ſuitable to itſelf. Lou 
cannot therefore expect, Doctor, that your ſet 
of religious ſentiments and mine can produce 
the very ſame effects upon the mind, ſeeing they 
are as oppoſite as light and darkneſs. But Jet 
my ſet of religious ſentiments produce hat ei · 
fects it may, my experience. of theſe ſentiments 
and their effects muſt be as real as your own; 
and I may be as ſenſible of the badneſs and ſin- 
fulneſs of my heart, as you are of the virtue 
and goodneſs of yours. Beſides, you take the 
liberty to publiſh your experience to the whole 
world, if they will take the trouble of reading 
it; and why may not a member of an Indepen- 
dent chiirch publiſh his experience to the com- 
munity he intends to aſſociate with ? Indeed, 
Doctor, it is neither very generous nor rational 
to deny your neighbours the ſame liberty which 
you are pleaſed to take to yourſellf. 
Moreover, you tell us that he Independents 
require alſo ſuch an account of what they call ex- 
ences in religion as there is not a ſhadow of 
ground: for in the New Teſtament, and which few 
but entbufiaſts will pretend to.“ You are by far 
too dogmarical, Doctor, you muſt ſtrive to 
break yourſelf of that impolite poſitive way of 
ſpeaking you have got; unleſs you intend to make 
the world believe that you are not as yet per · 


fectly purged from ſelf-conceit. Who theſe en- 
thuſiaſts are, and what their nſions be, I 
am not a' competent judge: but according to 


my way of thinking, no man can have a juſter 


_ ritle ro that diſtinction, than che gentleman who, 
having undergone an entire revolution in his 
religious ſentiments, finds his A a > 

* his 


(95). 
his head clearer upon the change, which 
' tell us has been your bleſſed experience. — 
- In your Additional Obſervations on the Lord's 


claims a — tho who talk of experience = 
religion as as enthuſiaſts; ſhould: himſeif talk of 
* experience and devotional feelings,” as if the 
Rational Diſſenters had obtained the exciuſive 
of all devotional feelings to themſelves. 
hat ſome people call experience, and others 
call enthuſiaſm, can hardly be better exproſſed 
than by ou phraſe, 2 — feelings,” To 
repreſent this important ſu — 
light, let us ſuppoſe for inſtance, that the 
Dr. Prieſtley approaches God in prayer, un- 
der a lively lends; of the vaſt revolution he has 
undergone in his religious ſentiments, and of 
the goodneſs of his heart and clearneſs of his 


tional feeling exert itſelf in 'thankfulneſs to 
God, that he is not abſurd like the Orthodox 
Diſſenters, bi and angry like the Rev. 
Mr. Venn; unjuſt and unfair like the Proteſtant 
Diſſenter, and ignorant and weak like myſelf. 
This, you know, Sir, muſt be felt and expe, 
rienced by you in a Rational way and why ma 
not the whom you call Orthodox, i. 6. ir- 
rational have devotional feelings and experience 
in their own way; though different from yours ? 
I cannot help thinking that the poor publican 
in the parable had, as real and lively an ex- 


Frome of his own wretchedneſs and fin, as the 
gentle- 


head conſequent upon it; would not every devo- 


in his own way; and the one had as 2 
right to lament his own ſinfulneſs, as * the 
eſs. 


had to proclaim his perſonal PITT 
ſaying of yours, 


This brings to my mind a 
Additional Obſervations on the Lord's Supper, 
pag. 28. ** If the righteous diſclaim their good tuor ts 
at ibe day of Judgemnt, can it be ſuppoſed: that 
ps ill and proclaim them here? Really, 
Sir, I ſhould think not; and that makes me 
more ſurpriſed-to hear from you any thing at 
all abou the of heart and the dener 
which you have experienced. To m 
uſe of your own: words, It would be rather 
more decent for others to have per 


ſuaded you 40 
think ſo well of yourſelf, than Leak een ama 
Jo pay yourſelf that compliment.” 

I will inform you, Doctor, what kind of ex- 
periences the Independents require in order to 
admiſſion into their communion, and then we 
ſhall ſee whether there be any ſhadow of — 
for it or not in the New Teſtament. T 
quire that the candidate for communion ſhould 
experimentally know himſelf to be a loſt, un- 
done, and periſhing ſinner; one who ſtands in 
need of an all ſufficient and every way, compleat 
Saviour, to redeem him from the; wrath to come 
and to fave him to the uttermoſt. That he 
ſhould have ſuch a ſenſe of his on helpleſſneſs 
K to know that he can do nothing, unleſs God 

is pleaſed to work in him both to will and to 
do. That he believe in Jeſus as the only, the 


all- ſuffcient Saviour of loſt ſinners, and deſire 
to be found in him, waſhed in his blood and 
cloathed with his righteouſneſs and ſal vation. 
Such. and only ſuch is the experience which 
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- Indepe churches require. and which Dr. 
_ Prieſtley ſays has not a ſhadow of ground in the 
New Teſtament. Tou muſt have forgotten 
yourſelf ſtrangely here, Sir, on ſuppoſition that 
you ME Rn he ot be Af th 4 
. tle preached the ſu 
ath of Chriſt to the multitude z, under his. 
ſermon the three thouſand were pricked in their 
hearts with a ſenſe of their fin and danger, as is 
apparent from their pathetic exclamation, Men 
and brethren what muſt we do ? Peter preached 
the Sayiour of ſinners, to be believed in as the 


are very applicable to thoſe primitive. Chri- 
ſtians who were © taught wiſdom and uirtue by 
590 their feelings and experience,” for they con- 
tinued ſtedfaſt in the apoſtles doctrine without 
any revolution in their religious ſentiments ; in 
their fellowſhip and in breaking of bread and 
in prayer, without loſing all manner of church 
order and diſcipline, as the Rational Diſſenters 
have done, according to your teſtimony. That 

ſame church at Jeruſalem, I remember would 
not receive the apoſtle Paul into their commu- 
nion till they had an account of his experience, 
how far, and by what means he learned 
Chriſt. Paul was no way backward to relate 
his experience on different occaſions, and yet I 
do not recollect that, at any time by ſo doing 
he proclaimed his own goodneſs, however muc 


the goodngle of God mas made manifalt in him, 


7 
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Of all the people that ever Heard this apoftle 
pfteach, Hrtle was faldd by" him abodt the good- 
neſs of his heart, or the clearneſs bf his hedd'; 
but be could talk vety feelingly of the la in 
his members, which warred” againft the law in 
his mind; the fleſh that Taſted àgainſt the fſplrit; 
the body of death which was ſtill upon him 
even after his converſion. 1 would adviſe yu, 
Doctor, to make a cloſe cbmpariſon hetuten 
your experience and that of the apoſtle Paul, 
for his was certainly of the right Rind, what- 
ever yours of mine may be; and it is a mat- 


ter of no ſmall importance wherher we are right” 


or wrong in this caſe, bo death will caft che 
dye and unalterably fix our ſtate forever in d 
of on fern a age tt 1 might refer you to 17 
dia whofe heart the Lord . to Jaitus, the 
jailor, and many others, whoſe experience was 
much 2 kin to what the Independents require of 
thoſe whom” they chuſe to admit into their 
communlon; but I think what has been faid 
ſoMicient. for the preſent, eſpecially if you will 
2 it diſpaſſionately and without preju- 

One thing more I moſt take notice of before 
I conclude, and that is à very odd phraſe of 
yours in pag. 36. of your Eſſ. on Diſc, * If has 
pleaſed the Divine Being for good and obvious re. 


ſons not to make the terms of ſalvation ſo very de- 


terminate, as that a man ſhall be able to pronounce 
with abſolute tertainty concerning the future Aale 


2 05 or otbers while we are in this life.” 


he obvious intent of this is to inſinuate, 
that the Independents take upon them to de- 
termine with abſolute certainty on the eternal 
ſtate of thoſe whom they adrive into commu- 


judging of rhe heart, and of a perſcn's actua 
| | fitneſs 


mon. Which juſt before you repreſent as 1 


t 
0 
t. 
a, 
n 
nd 
le 
pl 
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fitneſs for heaven. This miſtepteſentation of 
the conduct of the Indep ts muſt una void 
ably bear ſomewhat Hard againſt, either the 
— of your heart, or the clearneſs of your 

end; goodneſd of heart will not permit us 
wrongfully to accuſe, but from certain cauſes 
we may hive miſtaken views of the conduct 
2 However our publication of 
thoſe miftaken views will never be deemed 
the puhlie in inconteſtible proof of the deepeft 
penetration and intelligence. A little to purge 
them from this ſcandal, give me leave to o 
ſerve, that you tell us, the Independents re- 
ire an account ef the ence of the can- 
ate. This account whicn the candidate gives 
is the ſudjett of theit examinatioti, and upon 
it they detetmime whether or not it be con- 
ſittenr with the” ſbriptute; but as to the fins 
cerity df the petſon, and the teality of his ex- 
perience, they pretend to be no further Judges. 
or, than 14 che * 
ety ant N. His bellavſour.“ Will you 
on cbof reflection call this a taking upon 
them to determine with abſolute ceftainry on 
the future ſtate of the candidate? Seeing they 
do not even take upon them to determine on 
his preſent ſtate, but on the profeſſion which 
he makes, and of his conduct conſequent upon 
it. 2 e 
This paſſage alſo injuriouſly inſinuates, that 
the Independents expect that candidates for 
communion ſhould be able to determine upon 
their own future ſtate, by being delivered from 
all doubts of their ſincerity and fears of final 
miſcarriage z which Dr. Prieſtley himſelf muſt _ 
needb know te be groundleſs, if he is in the 
leaſt acquainted with Independent church diſci- 


pline. And one would ſuppoſe that he is per- 
fectly 


, , 
Gp informed in its nature, when he can ſo 

ely declare that it is better to be without 

e ere than to embrace the A. 

pendents, pag. 40. 

Py 177 TERMS. of ſalvation are not ſo 8 

** ſay, &c. What! Doctor, is ſalvation to be 


fold, that we muſt talk of term? I ſhould have 
taken the terms to be ſufficiently determinate, 


ly 


when the comprehenſive blefling is expr 
faid to be without money and without 
yet if we muſt talk of buying and ſelling of 
falvation, let us keep to bible language. But 
ſuppoſing that we muſt come up to terms in or- 
der to obtain ſalvation, are not thoſe, terms as 
yet determined? Not ſo determinate as to be 
_ the ground of a ſure and certain hope of a bleſ- 

ſed immortality for thoſe who believe in Jeſus 
in a ſcripture Tenſe f So then Rational religion 
ſuppoſeth, that, the terms of ſalvation are as 
yet undetermined; and irrational or ſcriptural. 
religion 2 qe chat he that believeth on the 
Son hath l d he that believeth not on the 
Son ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him. Of theſe two. RT ae. 
to the latter. * 


1 am, 
Reverend Si, 


Your bumble Servant, . 


LETT ER 


# FS TYTTE OY UM. 


Reverend Si, 
A611 4386; 
7 XM encicls of: your opinion that * baue 

ingly 10 conceal the truth, is 4 crime of ſo 
Zriauus @ nature, ibat I fhould be very milling 
to-impute it to any perfon whatever +,” and am 
ready to believe that you muſt have been witneſs 
taa greitdcal of diſſimulation, to the great grief 
of your own open and ingenubus ſpirit; before 
your candour would have ſuffered you to im- 
pute ſuch a grievous crime to: tile Rational Diſ- 
ſenting 2 who you tell vs; Eſſay on Dif 
cipline, pag. 35. * entertaining ſtntiments in reli. 
Sion 4 fern from thofe of their peoplt, and ſuch 
as | their people would not have borne with, they 
erideavoured to Reep them (i. e. their ſentiments Y 
as much as poſſible cut of view.” This is doubt- 
leſs a crime of ſo heinous a nature, that your 
thus publicly charging them with it, . 
ſuppoſeth your provocation has been 
Moreover your familiar acquaintance with — 

is attended with peculiar advantages, ſuch,as no 
Orthodox writer can pretend to; being thereby 
led to the very ſpring of this their diſſimula- 


tion, which we now find to be © a fear of loſing 


their ſubſ-ribers $ . I this e * the ge- 


+ Differences of Ota pag. 9: 
Hay on Diſcipline, pag. 47. 


8 nerality 


| 
ö 
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nerality of diſſenting miniſters they will neceſſarily 
feel themſelves reſtrained from doing their duty by 
the fear of giving offence, and of loſing the affec- 
tions and contributions of their ,more ' conſiderable 
hearers. . Are not your. miniſters men, and men of 
like paſſons and intereſts with yourſebves ®* A 
very candid and honeſt confeſſion indeed : Of 
the greateſt uſe in leading us into the ſcope and 
ultimate aim of the Rational Diſſenting miniſters, 
with whom it is apparent that the contribution 
of a conſiderable hearer is of more weight than 
the moſt Rational ſentimeat, ſeeing rather than 
loſe the one they will diſguiſe the other. Do not 
you think, Sir, that people of leſs penetration 
than yourſelf may in ſome meaſure be juſtified 
in prefering an honeſt enthuſiaſt, who preaches 
to the extent of his knowledge and belief, to a 
Rational Difſenter, who for fear of loſing the 
contributions of his hearers, keeps his own ſen- 
timents as much as poſſible out of view? I 
really wonder that a gentleman of your known 
integrity and philoſophic turn of mind ſhould 
be perſuaded to aſſociate with ſuch an herd 
of diſſemblers; whom you and J have convicted 
of the moſt heinous crime of concealing the 
truth from their hearers for fear of loſing their 
ſubſcriptionss. Fi 

This leads us to account for that contempt 
in which they are held by the people, who 
as you tell us, pag. 41. Eff. on Diſc. have in 
ſome ſocieties expreſsly forbidden the miniſters their 
bouſes except they come by ſpecial invitation.” If 
this be your own particular caſe; indeed I pity 
you, Doctor; and I think your people are very 


A T be minift fel forbi 
among us in which the miniſters are expreſs dden to vi- 
fit their bearers except by particular Pant do er 


is thus. 7 am informed there are ſocieties 


much 
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much obliged to your ingenuity, in ſo gently: 
2 their ſhame; even when you rebuke 
their folly: This prohibition laid upon the Ra- 
tional miniſters by their hearers, would naturally 
lead us to ſuppoſe that the converſation of the 
miniſters was too grave and ſeriqus for the taſte of 
their people, if you had not all along diſeovered 
ſuch diſguſt at graye and ſeriqus religion; for 
which they can by no means be blamed. We have 
therefore but one way left to account for it, and 
that is, by ſuppoſing that the people received 
but very little profit by the company of their 
miniſters ; other wiſe they never would have for- 
bidden them their houſes. This ſeems! very 
likely to be the caſe; as certainly a man Who 
can conceal the truth in the pulpit, will make 
but little ſcruple of doing it in private. We 
have quite the advantage of you here, for it 
would be thought a very ſtrange thing among 
the Orthodox, if a miniſter was denied the li- 
berty of eating a bit of pudding with any of his 
hearers whenever he was in the humour ſo to 
do. Tea more, Doctor, one of the N 
complaints that you ſhall hear from the Ortho- 
i their, miniſters, is, that they do not 
viſit their people often enough; which at leaſt ſnews 
that they are not tired of their company, _ 

It would require uncommon talents indeed 
for à miniſter, how cautious ſoever he may be, ſo. 
abſolutely to keep his real ſentiments out of view, , 
but that they will peep from behind the cur- 
tain ſometimes; the devil himſelf, as ſome peo- 
ple ſay, is not ſuch an abſolute maſter of diſſi- 
mulation, | but he is found out occaſionally. 
Well, this diſſimulation being detected, and the 
cauſe of it eaſily gueſſed at, it is no wonder 
that the Rational miniſters are held in ſuch con- 
tempt, tat a word i _ admonition from them rt 

dof) 2 ; 
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the. paipit would . ee * 5 
Seeing while e is telling them of 
their ins, they Would be thinkin of his dif- 
ſytbbling! bis entiments; and as it ig natural” 
for us wo favouscourſel ves wilt, they. would 
be apt toi! condlude- thar his hypocriſy is alto. 
gether ab heinbub as their drunkenneſs 
Ordo Tobe ſure, Sit] a miniſtet can 155 

ver adimonitdt with a becoming authority ei- 
PA 6r ou of i whit fe 
in the power of the admoniſhed part to retort 
upon — PH,? Real: thyſelf; theres 
the ſtricteſt integrity is neceſſary to that "mini" 
ſter- Who would ad moniſh — let him be 
Onhodox: or Rational. You tel elf us that! in 
er 3 regations of the moſt Ra- 
| minifters are dwindled away to nothing, | 
notwithſtariding- the: excellency of their oom 
ſivions ; and if you would — the reaſon- of 
that,” Sir you may conſider that one grain of: 
honeſt 4 more ay with the gene- 
rality than the - greateſt en 
that can; diſcover itſelf in -ſermonical com- 
poſitions. All are not judges of that Naie- 
nal ingenuity which you ſo much applaud, but 
moſt e are intel ent enough 0 diſtern 
when the miniſter really aims at their everlaſte 
ing welfare and does what he can for its ad- 
vancement. It is obſervable enough that; ehis 
dwindling! a way has always deen moſt diſtern- 
able, in thoſe: congregations; where the mitiiſter 
has been moſt romar cable for keeping” bit „Uni. 
ments out f vir, and cautious of 4 r 
for fear of lofing the affeftions and contributions of" 
bis moſt confiderable | bearers. On the other hand -; 
it is ar. obſervable that among enn, 


{is 


1 EN. en Dit. Pag. 41 xs — 
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thoſe midiſters are moſt loved and foſlowed: Re 
are moſt faithful in reproving, and adtmoniſning 
ſinners both when in the pulpit and out of "it 
without any regard had to what may, or may 
not be che co 22 kuck aumonition. 
And thoſe - places are beſt Killed - 
where the miniſtet — -zealouſly dei 
clareth the whole council of God fo far av he 
himſelf. has learned it. How can thoſe cont 
ations. ptoſper whete they ure entertained 
with a difguifed and deceitful mihiſtry? For m 
own. part I would rather choofe''ro fit under 
ſuch a miniſtry as that of tinker Bunyan or cob- 
Jer Howe, where I ſhould bi ſure to be fincere- 
I deak with, than that of a learned, ingenious, 
Rational diſſe : miniſtery- who fltives as 
much as poſũible to keep his ſentiments. out of 
view. It muſt indted be very mortifying t6 
— who have engroſſed' che whole of 
tionality to them td ſee the Orthodox 
miniſters N eſtee ' and followed whilſt. 
they with all their pterenfions, & are confldered 
as pes whe are paid by thiir Meare? fot daran. 
guing them once @ werk. f“ Contemptible, how. 
ever, as this eſtimation of their miniſters is, it 


is certainly very juſt; and what they have 


la ſhorta Diſſentin . mary. thoſe who are ufu- 
ally called the Rational Di ins now to be conſi- 
dered as a perſoh who is paid by 5 his earers for haran 
them one d week ; 200 the people attend rhe place 
vine worftrip if not from mere withinking habe, with ths 
ſame views with which they would attend the jectores of 
any other perſon from whom they expected inſtruQion or en · 

Wade Eff. on Dife. pag. 4. 
If I underſtand this paſſage = right, the Doctor means that 
ood 1 attend the woe lex yarn _ of Rational miniſters 
attend the lectures on 


aas by Fer rguſon TY other gentlemen. for in. 
ant the 755 multitude who gape at the enter- 
faining lectures on by George Alexander Stevens. 
108 F 3 | brought 


| (386) 2 
brought upon themſelves by their filent con- 
nivances at ſin, and their concealment of truth 
from their hearers for Na of loling their ſub- 


ſcriptions. ade 03. | Dugi YOU 7; 55 
Toung Samuel's meſſage from God to Eli the 
+ prieſt, 'conciudes, with a paſſage very applicable 
to the preſent caſe of the Rational Diſſenting 
miniſters, and which may be very inſtructive if at- 
tended to with ſeriouſneſs, ©* for them that bonour 
me I will bonour ; and them that deſpiſe me ſhall be 
ligbtly eſteemad. That the Rational Diſſenting mi- 
niſters are lightly eſteemed you and I have ſuffici- 
ently ſhewn; it is therefore not unworthy of them- 
ſelves to enquire into the reaſons why they are ſo 
lightly eſteemed even by their own people? To 
aſſiſt in this enquiry, be it obſerved, that here is an 
expreſs promiſe, that all who aim at the honour 
and glory of God ſhall be honoured by him, a- 
mong his people; but they (the Rational Diſſent- 
ing miniſters) are deſpiſed among their people 
and are even forbidden their houſes, inſtead of 
being beloved, honoured and obeyed ; which 
ſuppoſeth that they have been too much like the 
ſons'of Eli, who ſought their own gratification 
and not the glory of God; for God who has 
promiſed is faithful and will not deny himſelf. 
Do not you think now, that if, inſtead of con- 
cealing their ſentiments, and ſhamefully conniv- 
ing at the fins of their people without daring to 
admoniſh them, the Rational Diſſenting mi- 
niſters had ſtudied to maintain conſciences void 
of offence towards God and man, by being 
faithful in reproving ſin wherever it was 
found, and honeſtly declaring the whole coun- 
cil of God as far as they knew it, that they 
would in all probability have been more reſpect- 
able in the eyes of the very people, who, as 
things are, have forbidden them their houſes? 
"E040 = But 
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But having diſhonoured God he hath brought 
them into that contempt which you complain 
of. God hath ſaid, be that hath my word, let 
him ſpeak my word faithfully ; for what is the 
chaff. to the wheat ſaith the Lord? Jer. xxlii, 
28. Bur inſtead of obeying, having got the 
word of the Lord, as they think, more perfe&- 
ly than their neighbours, they conceal it in their 
hearts, and keep it as much as poſſible our of 
view for fear of loſing their moſt conſiderable 
ſubſcribers. This is a diſhonouring of God by 
ferring their own temporal emolument to the 
ucceſs of that which they take to be the truth, 
and ſhews them to be lovers of the world more 
than of the 'word of God. The word of God 
chargeth expreſsly that we ſhall not ſuffer fin 
to reſt upon a brother, but that we ſhall in any 
wiſe reprove him for it; but they admoniſh not, 
becauſe as you ſay, * the leaſt hint of an admo- 
nition from the pulpit would give unpardonable 
| offence.” How is it poſſible, Doctor, that ſuch 
men ſhould be otherwiſe than lightly eſteemed ? 
I aſſure you, Sir, if this account of the Rational 
miniſters had not come from one, who cannot 
be ſuſpected of doing them injuſtice, I could 
not have believed that ſuch a contemptible race 
of mere ſcholars exiſted among us. If a mini- 
ſter is faithful to the light he hath received, 
God will make him as a brazen 8 - > 
iron pillar among the people, who if they fight 
xe cok ſhall not prevail ; but if he is afraid 
of lofing their contributions, the ſame God will 
confound him before them, and bring him into 
contempt. I really wiſh that you, Sir, and 
your brethren, .might ſeriouſly and attentively 
conſider theſe things without prejudice : for if 
it ſhould in the end appear that you are now 
fighting againſt God, a retroſpective view of 
1 your 
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qur preſent conduct rj then yield neither pro- 
fi nor pleaſure. I hope you wi bear mu we, 
if I expreſs it as my 5 that you h 4H 75 
Keen ed the i en and portapt 45 0 
Chriſtianity wich that pre ley, and attention 
which the natuſe of the f ſubject c bur 
on des ſome things which you Wok to 
5 ory among the people called Orthodox, 
you have too precip 585 fled due to the 
utmoſt limits of Ng ſite extreſ e. But re: 
member this, Sir, that the be Nee Nach of 5 - 
ment will be always found to lic n 
two extremes; therefore to avoid 
to be an error on one hand, we op bs 9 99 155 
Careful leſt we plunge into a Wie on th 
Other, and ſo the remedy proye work than the 
to, formed, * that with the generality of 
eing informed, that with t ner 
thoſe who are now called f pub tir on E 7 45 | 
the whole g ' government of tt e ſociety, with rep el 10 
morals, is in the bands of the miniſter, * that 
the Rational Preſbyteri lan miniſters “ found it. 
neceſſary to diſſemble their ſentiments by ke ing 
em, 10 much as poſi ble out of view becauſe We hr 
| people would not have borne with them,” that 
hey 610 themſelves reſtrained from doing their. 
duty for fear of ToJing the affettions and contri- 
butions of their moſt confi derable bearers, “ ſo 
that they dare . not give a word admonition 
from the pulpit. $” It is not at al marvellous 
that “ be very idea of ancient church diſcipline 
ould be loft amon You, and your ſyſrer be fo ound. 
0 very imperfer, | that if it were poſſible far. 
4, Primitive Coriian to ſee the order of. 
75 
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urches, he would hardly think there was the. 
Praranct of Your profe ſing yourſelves Chriſtians, 
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| (90). Wes 
others to the” pradlice'of Chriſtianity as thoſe 
tlemen who laid hold on every opportunity 
K. aboliſhing the duties of their oth office. 5 
finding themſelves incommoded and embarraſſed 
by them; it is therefore natural to fuppoſe that 
admonition from them muſt give unpardonable 
offence to every intelligent heater, who had op- 
ortunity of ſeeing their own endeavours to a- 
poliſh the extra duties of the paſtoral office. 
The abolition of the duties of their. own office 
was not thought ſufficient for the promulgation 
of Rational religion, but every other office 
wer within the Rational churches muſt be a- 
oliſhed alſo, for we are told that as the mini- 
ſters found “ the bulk of the people, and m— 
the church officers, who were generally the more /e- 
rious and zealous of their members, continuing 
rom attached to the opinions in which they bad 
been educated, (i. e. Orthodox opinions) the mi- 
niſters found themſelves greatly incommoded by them. 
— In this > 5 77 — tuation the miniſters pur- 
poſely neglected to fill up vacancies in church of- 
fices, and were in general 12 glad when they 
becamely entirely extinct. +” If this was not prac- 
tical Antinomianiſm, certainly there is no ſuch 
thing in exiſtence. However, it does not ſeem 
to refleft the higheſt honour on theſe gentle- A 
men, that they were oppoſed by the more ſeri- 
ous and zealous of their congregation ; nor diſ- 
honour upon the Orthodox that the more ſeri- 
ous and zealous ſhould be of that perſuaſion. 
; If your authority is to be -depended upon, Sir, 
( as 1 think it may, it is very apparent that Ra- 
tional religion obtained only, the younger and 
more irreligious part of the people for her vota- 
ries, whilſt the aged, the more zealous and ſeri- 


„ CET Y Page 54. * 
- Bi 0 | ous 


. / N 


office- power by the death, or departure of the 


| (9) 
ous continued ſtrongly attached to the Orthodox 
doctrine ; if fo, 1 cannot think that your new 
religion has any reaſon to boaſt of her ſuperior 
excellence; unleſs it could indeed be proved 
that inconſiderate youth is more capable of the 
right uſe of reaſon, and forming a true judg- 
ment of divine things than mature age and 
manhood. Beſides it does not ſeem to a 

much in favour of Rational miniſters, that hor 
ſhould be ſo heartily glad of the extinction of 


moſt ſerious and zealous of their members, ſee- 
ing it gives but too much reaſon to ſuſpect that 
they poſſeſſed but little zeal, and had but a v 
faint reliſh for ſeriouſneſs themſelves. What if 
the ſerious officers in churches were of different 
ſentiments from the miniſters, ' and thereby a 
little incommoded 'them ? 7 they profeſs 
themſelves to be gentlemen of ſuch univerſat 
charity and unimpeachable candour, ought not 
they to have borne with the ſuppoſed weakneſs 
of the Orthodox ſerious officers rather than to 
have deſtroyed the order aud diſcipline of the 
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I am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant. 
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T T is ſomething unaccountable to me that 
che Jamentable ſtate of what you call the Na- 
fonal churches with reſpect to church diſcipline, 
does not cauſe ſome doubt concerning the foun- 
Ration upon which they build, and the religious 
ſentiments which they really hold, ſeeing you = 
give.it 25 your opinion, © That every {et of rek- 
gious: ſentiments_muſt produce correſponding ee 
en the tempers and condut? of men.” That the 
conduct of the Rational miniſters in their office 
character deſerveth but little praiſe yau have 
very ſufficiently ſnewn, and therefore from your 
own axiom it will be inferred that a certain ma- 
lignant influence is inſeperably connected with 1 
their — which hath indeed been the 
inien of grave and intelligent perſons 
— before you or I was born. The change of 
conduct amongſt your churches is altogether 
as obvious as the revolution of their ſenti- 
ments from Orthodox to Rational is remarkable, 
the cauſe of which you have ingeniouſly accounted 
for in the conduct of their miniſters. It is indeed 
aſtoniſhing that, in the days of Orthodoxy when 
all the Diſſenters were as you think abſurd and ir- 
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ne hey From: Bon, oe 
faid to have, done in bis. bufineſs of a 
Diſſattir, &c. Vbu Kno the Puritans in 
were. Athanaſians, ant therefore according to 
you, idvlaters: Moreover you are pleaſed fre- 
quently to give us an hint of. the abſurdity and 
ncy of the Calyiniſtical doctrines, which. 
being conſidered as the oppoſite of Rational do- 
trines muſt by you: be underſtood as irrational; 
of ehrte tür caſe fund thus, n „ 
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churehes upon a regular Fo las” 

„ and to e e of diſcipline ſub- 

rient tq the beſt of purpoſes... nl was s this 
the = on 15 2 0 * as à wonder 
of order am abſurdities; but on our.” 
own reſtimony i © univerſally, _<* for. Abe 
Puritant and and Pro y/byterians formed. their churches. 
upon this. plan,” It is very rung Doctor, 
that with a yo our Rationality, 
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regolar. 
form ef a church and the 05 he e to which it 


is ſubſeryient ſhould be now, ot Fryer, , 
grop'n into diſuſe wich Vu g to the 

Mal Bib of. common ſenſe, it 9 51 2 dif- 
ficult tg: account. for it, how men ho are incon- 
ſiſtent and irrational ſhould maintain e 
and order, whilſt 115 Nie and intelligent, or 
as you more ele tically, ſtile them, perſons. 


ſuperior, knowledge, have not eyen the remoteſt 
idea of church order; 3 that as you 85 
« there is hardly the face of 11 Sing ft t AY. 
be called diſcipline among you. | 

Tou cannot think, Sir, how it, pleaſes, me Mc 
find ſuch a_ gentleman as yourſelf, touching. > 


frequently. on. 92 maryellous/: of w . * | 


| The Engliſh Peritins however, ſo ea as F 
h's reign, propoſed to change the church-warde' ar 
overſeers of the poor into elders Sad deacons, Neale, wh 1. 


page 232, They held that the elders joined with the mi- 


nilters ſhould. be overſeers of the manners and converſation... 
of all the congregation; that the A be choſen out of 
rs, that they ſhould alſo 
be of ſome note in-the world, and able if poſſible to main- 
tain themſelves, As far, ſays Dr. Prieſtley, as their cir- 
cumſtances would permit, all the old Puritans and Presby- 
terians formed their churches upon this plan; but this re- 
form of a dla and the diſcipline to which it was + 
ubſervient, are now almoſt grown into diſuſe 


among us. AY 
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church, diſeipine. Had you 
wen on Church Diſcipline, for; the 
3 4 and Mr. Mavrice's, Social. Religion 
Senne. the Jars, of modern Indepen- 
ents yon muſt haye ſeen that there is in, fact 
no e diffe Foes 2 „them. There 
fore how that of the old Puritans uns .o, re: 
and orderly, and his of che Inde ts) 
univerſally, unſcriptural, abſurd, and. danger- 
ous,. are. matters, of no. ſmall importance, and. 
will, require . a. genius not inferior. to your own; | 
to determine. Nevertheleſs were I aa 
own: e upon the gen l es 
at, “ an almaſt perfect uniformity of. faith, and 
4 ; the religion of the heart with, Sabel to-Gad,*”, 
are far from being proper objects of, ridicule, . 
o ſhould ſuppoſe Der this may have at nt. a 
remote. likeneſs to what the a wp: hw 
being of one mind,” and ſurely 
5 5 uniformity of faith i is better han, to have 
"faith at all z 2 if I underſtand, you 
> wut may be the caſe with not on-. 
al Di — ma ut even * * —— 
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Moreover, we ſhould:be apt to conclucde Fo 
conſiſtory formed of one Rational miniſter, 22 
twelve 3 elders, is fuch a convention, 
T all ch apoſtles could not have | 
vi 4 
is yet another thing in which the rte 
prncer UC — you are by no 
ay to. 9 n. * N of church of- 
— and her born. obſervable, Sir, is, that 


what you take to be a neceſſary quality for of- 
fice power was never once t ＋ 4 


e OT 
accounted y. 1 Page ou di 
« that one of the — ot as elder.” 


But they never once thought of riches or 
verty in the caſe of chooſing deacons, but fi 

ply directed to chooſe a 7 
the. Holy Ghoſt,” as very ſufficient through di- 
vine aſſiſtance. for ſuſtaining offices in a Ys | 
church, After all it muſt needs be confeſſed 
that churches which are eſtabliſhed upon a 
different foundation, will require officers poſſeſt 
of different qualifications : how far this may be 
the caſe with the Rational Diſſenters, I, you 
do not expect me to determine. One thing 1 
muſt take the liberty or 5 you againſt, 
Doctor, and that is beware of flattering 
yourſelf that you are * "firſt who found out that 
Hobes 1 a neceſſary qualification for a church 
officer; for I can aſſure you that the Orthodox 
_ Diflenters chemſelyes, abſurd as you think them, 
have been in poſſeſſion of this ſecret for time 
immemorial, and in the whole extent of this 
great metropolis you will not find one poor 
man a deacon in any church whatever, pro- 
viding always that, there be any rich men be- 
to the community. Ay, Sir! ſo uni; 
is this rule, that * cannot give a * 


(98) 


pan better character as! being a good man in 
worldly eite dtnſtances, than 'to ſay he in a dencon 
of Tuth a church; therefore it will be u 
rs for you in future to pretend that Rational 
religion dwells wholly with your ＋ ſeeing 
I have proved to à demenſtration that in the 
article of choofihg their 'officers, the Orthodox! 
are as Rational as yourſelves. Further, if my 
informer geecives me not; the Sandemanian 
church in St. Martin's le Grand, that mirror 
of goſpel ſimplicity, is pretty obſervant of the 
ſame rule, and her elders rk thought to ſtaud 
upon a par with the deacons of other churches, 
in reſpect to the good things of this life,” Indeed 
it is pretty atvious; that thofe ſame elders, who 
receive nothing for preaching,” are full as com- 
fortable as the Diſſenting miniſters who live 
entirely by the goſpel. I canhot but ad- 
ire their prudence in chooſing to be put into 
trade, whereby they may procure hundreds in- 
ſtead of the few Kere of pounds uſually raiſed 
by ſubfcription. This wiſe choice” hath two 
very great advantages attending it; firſt; it 
s them an authority equal to' that of rich 
y-elders, becauſe of their equal independancy z 
and ſecondly, it gives them authority to treat 
thoſe miniſters with contempt, whoſe ſubſiſtence 
entirely depends on the fubſcriptions ' f-'th6it 
cople. © Indeed, Sir, to be put into an 1 
tome w. y trade by the*eneroſity of a church 
8 at Yer uivalent to'a very good annual ſti- 
end; endes the many other advantages een. 
nected with it. How then cam you pretend 
that reaſon” dwells only Wich you ſeelng the 
very Sandemanians decke outſt ws Rouſh * in | 
making comfortable proviſions for t 
ers, even hen they give themſelves out to gs 
e moſt diſintereſted tace er human I 
a give 
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I give it as my opinion that whenever the Or: 
thodox ſnall take it into theit heads to make 
proviſion for their atcaghers after the cxamplo 
of that only church 311; St. Martins de grand, 
they will find but little eppoſition . their 
— who» would be every whit as well 
contented: wich two hundred paviits per annum, 
in à way of trade, as with one hundred in a 
way. of ſubſcription z and I dare anf der fot it 
that the good women their wives will unani- 
mouſſy vate fare chel Sandemanian lan, when. 
1 3c gp ck: dic dt Nm bee 
M you obſervs, Sir, with reſpect to yourſelf 
6 1 may ſay that, 7 ani far rum cenſuring 
thoſe penſons tuo uns merely miſled, ct I think they 
are very worth af cenſure who, pretending to 
. — knowledge: tht mſelves, neglett the true, 
the only ſpring of ſpiritual intelligence more 
and more every day, as you tells us, is the caſt 
with the Rational Diſſenters of your acquaint- 
ance 3'-with whom:.*5 74 is notorious that the ſeripy 

tures art; every tay more neglected, ſo that it i 
Fuſtiy io be *. bat in à few 8 aur 
poſterity: cniii h but a very imperfect idea af 
Lee pontents uf ae facred pens which with 
mel is by no tneans: an inconteſlible proof, either 
of — ſuperior. k how ledge or piety, and may 
beichoughtiby ſome to be hut A very fl imſy 
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ration. That peſterity is likely to have but a 
very imperfe& idea of the contents of thoſe: ſa- 
cred books muſt certainly be admitted, ſeeing 
ſo many teachers have already attained to that 

of Rationality. When the apoſtles of 
your perſuaſion firſt began to exclaim againſt 
creeds, copfeſſions, and ſyſtems in general, it 
was done under a pretence of adhering more 
cloſely to the inſpired writings. C 


| arti- 
cles, and confeſſions of faith, bodies of divi - 
nity, and catechims, are all gone Dr. Prieſtley, 


and muſt the bible itſelf likewiſe be ſuperanu · 
ated ? What rule do you think thoſe gentlemen 
will-next embrace ? Dr. Harwood has done all 
that could be expected from ſuch a circumſcribed 
genius to throw the New Teſtament: into a more 
polite and ntleman- like form, but alas l there 
is this ſmall diſadvantage attending his (what 
ſhall I call it) verſion, that even Rational gen ; 
tlemen, poſſeſſed of the ſmalleſt degree of either 
piety or common ſenſe, can hardly give him 
thanks for his labours. But, that the bible 
which we make uſe of ſhquld+.grow daily into 
more general diſuſe is what, might reaſonably. be 
expected, ſeeing it is ſo very full of Orthadoxy, 
and teſtifies very ſolemnly againſt the adi 
ſentiments of the Rational Diſſenters. When 1 
the old faſhioned bible is | grown into abſolute 
diſuſe with your people, and they are unani- 
mouſly agreed to have a new one, better ad | 
to their views of things, if they ſhould do me 
the honour to petition my advice on the occa- 
ſion, I ſhall refer them to the Rev. Dr. Har- 
wood who may as well undertake to make a 
new | bible as to mend the old one. If they 
can but procure a bible of Dr; Harwood's com- 
poling, with annotations by George Williams, 
gentleman's ſervant, his intimate friend, mY 
| | wi 
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um bo on a fair way of being as Rational as | 
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of my freedom with you, which ig always a 
token of friendſhip; give me leave ' to. tell-you 
that the Orthodoxy! which I appeave; is Al ſum- 
med up, and lies very obvious; in this little old 
bible of mine; nor do I hope ever to be able 
to hold a man to be rational ar irrational, but 
ay he adheres to or departs from, the lovel 
beauty of its _ contents. 17 A 
envy no man his Ortchodoxy on the one hand, 
nor his Rationality on the other, if I may but 
ſee the lovelineſs of Jeſus in the ſcriptures and 
by them be made wiſe unto ſalvation. 
LIreally think that it is not unworthy of the moſt 
Rational of all the Rational Diſſenters to enquire 
ſeriouſly into the cauſe of this growing neglect 
of the ſcripture ich you ſpeak of ; and ſhould / 
it be found that it is in the miniſtry itſelf, ſuit- 
able meaſures for remedying the evil will, I 
hope, be thought the next object worthy of at- 
tention. It does not a to me, that any 
thing has s more direct tendency to bring the 
-ſcriptures into a contemprible diſuſe, than the 
manner of preaching practiſed by ſome miniſters, 
whoſe orations pr harangues ſeem to have no 
dependance upon, or connection with, the ſa- 
cred writings. Lectures on natural or indeed 
moral philoſophy, are very, far from leading 
rhe foul to Jeſus as its all ſufficient depen- 
dance, and however excellent as a ſcience, is 
contemptible, baſe, and ſpurious, when it aſ- 
ſumes the name of goſpel, Were Jeſus Chrift 
and him crucified more the preacher's theme, 
and inſtead of embelliſhing his compoſition by 
the flouriſhes of art and ſcience, he ſtudied to 
recommend the word to every man's 8 
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as well as in dhe Congr and other religi- 
Ireland, und America. 
Originally publiſhed under the name of A. 
WILLIAMS, Teacher of Pſalmody in London. 
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